
Let’s pull together for our wonderful
Sport. It’s been a hectic six months
and players and administrators are
sighing with relief. Now to take
stock, see where we are, what we
have achieved and what remains to
be implemented.

Like every other sport, Bowls made
way for the Soccer World Cup; all
our tournaments crammed into the
early part of the season. As we
wind down strong emotions surface.
I ask myself: Are bowlers in this
country truly patriotic? After all,
take a look at public response to
other codes - why can’t we follow
suit? The Rugby World Cup
attracted throngs nationwide – many
of who had never before watched a
game in their lives - on to the
streets in screaming support for the
South African XV. Now we see the
same magic surrounding soccer;
every South African supports “our”
team … if not Bafana Bafana, at least
the game. Are bowlers immune or
indifferent to such enthusiasm?
Why always moans about minor
items (leave the minutiae to
administrators) or petty complaints,
instead of getting on with, getting
tucked into our wonderful sport and
showing enthusiasm?

I was asked at my club the $64 000
question: What is Bowls South Africa
doing to stop the decline in
membership? The answer is in fact
another question: What does the
average club bowler do to grow the
Sport?

Disappointingly we appear to have
reached a stage where many club
bowlers have closed ranks and
regard with distrust, envy and
suspicion “new talent” simply
because those die-hards fear they
might lose prestige, position and
kudos in their club. District officials
have asked the same question; I
gave them a similar reply.

Regardless of world media painting
horror stories about South African
crime, corruption and amenities,
World Cup Soccer is showing us a
route. We too need to form a bond
of togetherness and enthusiasm …
the Swahili word harambee,
meaning “let’s all pull together”
could it be our bowls motto … and
encourage bowlers of all standards,
administrators at all levels, coaches,
umpires and club officials, to
encourage the public to be part of
our wonderful Sport. I urge all to
stamp out negativity – please, let’s
work together to grow the Sport.

Remember too our fantastic
sponsors who stand by us through
this tough time. Without them our
dilemma would be a thousand-fold
worse. Because you may not
require a service or product,
perhaps your 29 999 fellow bowlers
might. Spread the word, show
solidarity with our sponsors – with
them we have a future, without
them we are lost.

Enjoy the World Cup and as you
blow your vuvuzela, don your
national scarf or beanie and wave a

favourite flag, think: “I could do
this for bowls as well.”

Debra Ferguson
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EDITORIAL
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It’s been a torrid time for
players and administrators.
With the Soccer World Cup
already upon us, a well done to
all for order and punctuality in
a crowded calendar. Now we
can relax a little and await
SASCOC’s announcement in
July of South Africa’s “Dazzling
Dozen” for the October
Commonwealth Games in India.

We know whoever is selected
will do their bit in spite of torrid
conditions on the slow,
unforgiving Delhi carpet. There
is little doubt regular
assessments, coupled to form
and selectors’ and coaches’
input have worked and are now
embraced by all aspiring
Proteas in all our enhanced
national squads.

Development remains the drive
and your President, Debra
Ferguson and her Executive
have held many midnight oil
meetings seeking ways to boost
the sport.

All are urged, as rugby and
soccer fans do, to rally the
public behind the sport – give it
the sort of vuvuzela blast it
needs to again take off until
there is no spot left on a green
for anyone late for tabs-in.

Latest intervention is a national
incentive scheme offering cash
to clubs and districts in a major
thrust to try to attract new
members … one a month at
every club would work wonders.
Districts and clubs have also
been urged to raise funds
through novelty events or to
approach the SA Lotto directly.
One club in the Cape was

awarded a tidy sum this year.

A huge thank you to our
sponsors and to all others who
support us at National, District
and Club level; we truly cannot
do without you.

Be aware - Bowls SA looks
at a ónew lifeô for our sport

Bowls SA is not allowing the
grass to grow beneath their feet
and have instituted a National
Bowls Awareness Day for
Wednesday April 27 next year
(Freedom Day) in which all
districts and clubs are asked to
participate.

The precise format will be
decided at a Bowls SA
Development Workshop … A
New Life for the Sport of Bowls
… in Potchefstroom from
September 10-12.

Final guidelines will be
circulated after the workshop.
Meanwhile districts should keep
the date clear, watch this space
and advise clubs on an on-
going basis.

The invitation to Potch went to
District secretaries inviting
Presidents and DSCD
Convenors, asking that
President and DSCD Convenor
attend; an Executive may,
however, represent the
President.

On the Friday, Dr Bernardus
van der Spuy, from the
Department of Sport and
Recreation will deliver a speech
on the government’s White
Paper on sport.

Says Aloma Smith, head of the
National Standing Committee:
Development: “We are so
excited Bowls SA have allowed
our request for a promotional
manager. The importance of
appointing a professional to
market bowls is vital to try to
reverse falling membership.”

And for those who missed the
advertisement for the position
here it is again:

The Executive of Bowls SA
invites suitable candidates to
apply for a voluntary position
on the National Standing
Committee, Development as a
promotional officer.
Applications plus a
comprehensive CV should reach
Bowls SA by June 30.

Job description:
üPromote the image of our 
sport;
üincrease membership;
üorganise national open days 
and road shows
üsupport Districts with 
appropriate development 
programmes and,
ünegotiate with local 
departments of sport & 
education.

So fellow bowlers, read the
news, check the website
(bowlssa.co.za), blogs
(WarwickBowls.com and
thebowlsblog.com) support Club
and District events and please,
persuade a pal that bowls truly
is a wonderful Sport to play.



3

NEWS  FROM THE  BANK
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SPORTS QUEEN: Cheryl 
Mostert, SA Singles champion

Some people are born with it all
… not just financial wherewithal –
health, looks, brains and extreme
sporting prowess …

South Africa’s latest Ladies’
Singles champion Cheryl Mostert
(KNZ Country District) is one of
those “irritating” people who can
do anything (hard miles put in of
course) seemingly with
consummate ease.

But then from a family of super
sportspeople she had to “make a
point” … Springbok, Protea,
captain of all she commands -
name it, she’s done it.

To say she multi-tasks is an
understatement.

Before you or I have rubbed
sleep from our eyes, Cheryl has
fed, watered, cleaned and
exercised a menagerie, catered
for her household’s needs,
probably run a marathon and
can still look like a girl at her
prom dance.

A measure of her impact on those
who first acquaint and always
befriend her are her nicknames …
(more of that later) … a sure sign
of respect, confidence and awe.
Cheryl is what they call
undoubted officer material … a
born leader.

She was born and grew up on the
farm Helmsley outside Ladysmith
with her parents Jim and Flo, a
sister Diane and brothers, Colin
and Norman. There she enjoyed
the privilege of country life. For
her extreme energy levels Cheryl
earned her first tag “Beanz” from
her father; she is still known by
that name throughout the green,
rolling hills of her district.

Jim Mostert was a national
household name. A brilliant
horseman, he represented South
Africa on numerous occasions
and was presented with the
South African Sportsman’s Merit
Award in the late 1960s. All her
siblings excelled at sport - Colin
is a leading SA shottist (clay
pigeon), Norman leads the world
in Gymkhana Tent Pegging,
captaining a Protea side to beat
Australia; Flo, still presides.

Horses were family to the
Mosterts. Cheryl was a gymkhana
queen from the age of four,
eventually representing South
Africa against Zimbabwe from
1967-1969 when she also
captained the team. After that
Cheryl turned totally to show
jumping and represented Natal
from 1979 to 1984. With the
great Micky Louw, Jenny McLoed
and June Hickman, they won the
South African Show Jumping
Championship in 1979.

Cheryl has won all the major
bowls titles in Kwa-Zulu Natal
Country Bowls, represented the
district for 11 years and has won
the All Natal Singles and Fours.
She likes to put back and is a
qualified coach and a Level 2
Umpire, the Kwa-Zulu Natal
Country Bowls Midlands
Competition Secretary and bowls
secretary of the Ladysmith CC.

“And now the highlight, my
singles title in Pretoria. Now
nicknamed “The Runner” by the
nationals’ tournament committee,
it was her extreme fitness, ability
and concentration levels that
showed. Next challenge is next
year’s World Champion of
Champions in 2011.”

She too is outspoken about
working bowlers.

“Players who have to have full
time work commitments are at a
disadvantage; opportunities are
limited and restricted; often
unpaid leave – a costly struggle.

“Looking at the Talent
Identification and Twenty-Twenty
Programmes, a great concept,
but this is for the “ideal world” a
category that many talented
bowlers are unable to complete
the number of assessments
required on a regular basis.

“It still comes down to being able
to consistently perform in
variable conditions and different
greens. Cheryl has, therefore,
had to formulate her own
programmes to suit her lifestyle,
this being physically and mentally
fit, and playing mind bowls (Dr
Doug Coughlan would approve)
during the week.

Her love for nature and country
life continues at home with Geoff
and Cheryl’s Mom where she
spends as much time as possible
in the garden with her three Jack
Russell’s, a Boerbull and a pet
Miniature Pot Belly pig called
Piggles. Cheryl and Geoff enjoy
home entertaining and Cheryl is
part of the Ladysmith Country
Club Bowls Trio (Cheryl, Glynnis,
Mandy) who put together and
organises various fund raising
dinners and functions.

It is a simple recipe: Be
physically and mentally fit, totally
focused, determined and
organized, “The more you do, the
more you can do, the more you
want to do”.
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NEWS  FROM THE  BANK  con t . . .
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BY ALAN SIMMONDS

Form is transitional, class is
everlasting …

not my words, but they apply
succinctly to the 2010
Warwick/BowlsSA Singles
champion Bruce Makkink.

Out of the game for almost a
decade, the double SA Masters
champion (1998/2001), Protea at
the Malaysia-hosted
Commonwealth Games (1998;
fours: bronze medal), World
Bowls (2000; fours: silver);
African States (gold medalist:
fours/trips 1998, pairs/singles
1999) SA Fours (1997), SA
Masters 1998, guards a gilt-
edged pedigree.

And to demonstrate his class,
since his return to active bowls
two years ago, the list goes on
and on … SA Provincials (2008 –
“B” side, 2009, 2010 Open; SA
Singles champion 2010, Port
Natal Masters Singles gold 2009,
runner-up Port Natal Men’s Pairs
2007/2008, runner-up Mixed
Pairs 2009, KZN Single champion
2008/2009, winner KZN Pairs
2009.

Makkink chuckles as he recalls
early days.

“I used to bunk school to play on
the beachfront greens. I joined
Durban Bowling Club when 17,
my interest in the game a direct
result of my parents’
involvement.

“My late Dad began aged 21 at
RDLI - my present club. My mom
(also passed on) began at 27 at
Albert Park; both were above
average. My mom was later to
shine in administration through
the Umpires Board as well as in

coaching; each became
presidents of their clubs.”

Makkink realised he had talent
and exploited it.

“I wanted to be an above average
bowler so I began a journal,
where I recorded my hopes,
ambitions and dreams, with
timeframes for them to be met.
After every game I assessed and
analysed my performance –
particularly shortcomings.

“Obviously, mentoring - from my
parents, Eddie Beeton, John
Dunlop, Stuart Robertson and
John Milligan – was vital. Later I
was blessed to have Bert and
Nadine (Pottows) as friends; both
played a pivotal role in putting
me on the map, something for
which I will always be sincerely
grateful.”

“In 2001 I took a break, vowing
to return once there was positive
change - more so in terms of
selection policies. I believed a
number of selections/non-
selections were vindictive, which
coupled to negative comments
saw promising bowlers give up.”

With a clutch of better players
emerging from dedicated
development programmes, the
Durban champion sees Bowls
SA’s T-ID programme playing an
integral role.
“I welcome this initiative; it
eliminates subjective selection.
Now, continuous assessment
categorises bowlers into different
squads and affords all a chance
to become a Protea.

“Results are transparent, making
it a platform for the up-and-
coming to win recognition. I shall
use the programme to try to
make Gold Squad and maybe to

again play for South Africa.

Makkink also recognises
disappointment and euphoria are
strange bedfellows, something
club players might think about.

“I consciously try not to judge
myself. This only causes fear,
anxiety and unhappiness. So
instead of concerning myself with
specific outcomes/results, I strive
to do my best and trust the
result. There is no expectation -
that means disappointment is
lurking. I have learnt the green
doesn’t care what I score or how
I play; it just allows me to enjoy
the game, to feel its beauty and
its gifts – its greatest wish is to
provide pleasure and joy.

He leaves a message for those to
represent SA at the
Commonwealth Games in India:

“Enjoy every moment, BE HAPPY
and above all, SUPPORT and
BELIEVE in one another. It will
mean a memorable tournament
and will go a long way to bringing
home GOLD.”

Bruce Makkink and GC. 
Swanepoel (Perfect Delivery)
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COACHES  FORUM

GRASS  CL IPP INGS
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The Talent-Identification Programme is
finally picking up a bit of pace around the
country – a few districts have embraced
it whole-heartedly, endorsed by the
district executives and selectors.
However, in others, only a few players
are participating.

Making the requirement quarterly rather
than monthly has put a lot less strain on
districts and players alike in finding time
to actually perform the assessments in
conducive weather conditions.

DSCCs are asked to personally encourage
their Level II coaches to upgrade to Level
III (Circular 29). Interest should be
registered through email

(dixie@nmmu.ac.za) or fax (041 504
9089) ASAP.

Level III & IV coaches are also welcome
to attend as a refresher.

DSCCs are asked to continue using the
current material for their Level 1 courses
in 2010, while NSCC works on the update
of all course materials.

Grass Clippings 21 is different from all
the other newsletters because it does
not deal with the grass or the soil.

It is an attempt to make the bowler
more conversant with the origin and
construction of the bowl itself.

Apart from outlining the manner in which
the bowl was constructed originally and
the various attempts to impart a bias to
the bowl, GC 21 includes a mathematical
analysis of the forces which determine
the amount of “draw” the player can

expect from the bowl and how changes
in the configuration will also

influence the “draw”.

The second part of this article (GC 22) in
the next newsletter will deal with how
changes on the green can influence the
draw.

mailto:dixie@nmmu.ac.za
mailto:dixie@nmmu.ac.za
mailto:dixie@nmmu.ac.za
mailto:dixie@nmmu.ac.za
mailto:dixie@nmmu.ac.za
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JACK  UP  BOWLS !

TO  THE  PO INT
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FROM THE VERY FIRST EDITION

This appeared in the very first edition
of To The Point way back in January
2001, and is worthy of being
reprinted:

CIRCULATION

It just so happened that this writer
while watching the last 16 of the Spar
Ladies' Classic was busy writing a few
thoughts for To The Point when he
was asked by a bowler-spectator
what it was that was holding his
attention. It transpired that this
bowler had never heard of To The
Point . Now, doesn't that say
something? So often To The Point

gets tucked away on the notice board
and is not always seen, or if it is
there is no time to read it. Also, as
one wit once remarked - if you want
to keep a secret, put it on the notice
board!

So here's a suggestion for, any an
earnest request to, every Club
secretary - please use the facilities of
the e-mail and send a copy of To The
Point to every member. It is, after
all, a form of communicating
important information.

Maybe in this way lapses of etiquette
on the green would be less frequent.

Also, what a wonderful way to
ensure that every Technical Official
and all the former Umpires are given
the chance to keep in touch, and who
knows maybe, just maybe, the old
Umpires will upgrade their
qualification.

KLEIN JAKKALSIES

Die oumense het altyd gesê dit is die
klein jakkalsies wat die wingerd
opvreet. Netso met rolbal
skeidsregters. As ons nie altyd bedag
is daarop om altyd die regte ding te
doen nie dan verloor ons baie gou
ons geloofwaardigheid.

By die onlangs afgelope Spar Classic
Toernooi vir die dames is daar
telkemale opgelet dat `n skeidsregter
geroep word om ewe kalm haar
toumaat uit te haal en daarmee te
meet. Dit is natuurlik nadat die
derdes reeds met `n toumaat gemeet
het.

Onthou asseblief skeidsregters dat
julle met `n ander en beter
instrument moet meet- dit stel ook
die spelers gerus dat u weet wat u
doen.

DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
A very important NSC Development
Workshop for District Presidents and
DSCD Convenors will be held from
10 - 12 September 2010 at the
Astrovilla Conference Centre at
Potchefstroom, with the topic óAnew
life for the Sport of Bowlsô. The
future of bowls lies in your hands!

NATIONAL BOWLS AWARENESS 
DAY 27 APRIL 2011

A óNationalBowls Awareness Dayô
has been set aside on the Bowls SA
Calender 2011 for Wednesday 27
April 2011 . The intention is that all
Districts and Clubs participate with
this event on that day. Final
guidelines will be circulated to
Districts after the Development
Workshop in Sept. In the meantime
it would be appreciated if Districts
and Clubs can keep this day clear of
other events.

LOTTO MONEY AWARDED
R460 000 - Robertson BC has been
successful with its application to the
National Lottery and awarded R460
000 to improve its bowling and club
facilities.

U/19 DEV TOURNAMENT, 
MPUMALANGA BOWLS ASS

Thanks to Mpumalanga for staging
the very successful U/19
Development Tournament and U/25
Inter District Tournament in April
2010.

YOUNG BOWLS ENTHUSIASTS AT 
THE UNDER 19 DEV TOURNAMENT

Unbelievable! Young bowls
enthusiasts at the tournament. Ages
ranging between 9 and 13 years are
seen on the picture. The youngest
player, 9 years old is Dylan Duncan of
Mpumalanga, can be seen 2nd on the
right. For these youngsters to endure
one week of bowls, playing up to 4
games a day, proves that bowls can
be played whether you are 9 or 90
yrs old. The weather was unkind
during the duration of the
tournament coming down in buckets

at times but this did not deter the
young enthusiasts.

THIBOLOHA SCHOOL FOR THE 
DEAF HAND WOVEN BOWLS BAGS

The U19 bowlers of Thiboloha
School for the Deaf display the
hand woven bowls bags made by
themselves. They played for
Northern Free State at the u19 dev
tournament and one of their teams
won Bronze. The learners are very
creative and show that if you need
something, you may be able to make
it to work just as well as the real
thing.
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Warwick
ñThe Over 50 Specialistsò

Warwick are the largest
commercial sponsor of Bowls
in South Africa and who
knows possibly anywhere in
the world, we remain 100%
committed to the sport well
into the future.

I don’t think that as a
company we can make a
statement that is any more
direct and or committed than
that. Warwick are here today,
will be here tomorrow and
intend being here well into
the future.

Over the last ten years we
have made some great friends
and built some wonderful
relationships. Our company is
proud of its growing number
of clients from the Bowls
community and they all have
the benefit of Investment,
Short Term Insurance and
Wills designed specifically for
the Bowler and over 50
market.

Warwick are now officially
South Africa’s over 50’s
Specialists and have even
now trademarked the term
“The Over 50 Specialists”.

We will continue to help all
Bowlers wherever we can and
our local Regional Specialists
and Sponsorship Managers, in
Johannesburg, Cape Town,
Durban and Port Elizabeth are
there to make the whole
relationship work as well as
possible.

Thanks for your ongoing
support and we commit our
ongoing support of you, at
National, District, Club and
individual level.

Kind regards

Ian Kilbride
CEO
The Warwick Group

One of Bowls SA’s newest sponsors is
Super Corega, whose denture
products have already put a smile
back on the face of many a bowler.

Super Corega undertook its first
sports sponsorship worldwide in the
“B” and Senior Inter Districts and
Mixed Pairs. They have indicated they
would like to continue this
partnership with Bowls SA.

Says Mich Ribeiro of Keynote
Communications, spokesperson for
the company:

ñThesponsor believes the average
age of the players in the selected
events represents core Super Corega
users ïalthough denture wearers as
young as mid 30s are not uncommon
ïthe more mature represent the bulk
of South Africaôs4.3 million denture
wearers.

ñSuperCoregaôspartnership with the
Bowls SA has been a valuable
investment and the positive reaction

to and recognition of the Super
Corega brand by the bowls
community is welcome.ò

Bowls SA president Debra Ferguson
was upbeat over the sponsorship.

ñWeare obviously delighted with
bowls being selected as a global
identity by Super Corega. With the
average age of bowlers touching 60,
denture problems would be a factor
and the sponsorship certainly will
produce mutual benefit. Several
players affected have already
indicated delight at the intervention.ò

Says Ribeiro: ñKeynote regional

managers will visit nominated bowls
clubs nationwide, meet members,
offer an address club members on
denture hygiene and distribute trial
product packages. All inquiries will
be met and instructional brochures
made available.ò

The clubs involved include several in
the following areas:

VJohannesburg
VDurban
VPretoria
VCape Town
VWitbank
VRustenburg
VNelspruit
VVanderbijlpark
VPolokwane
VPort Elizabeth
VEast London
VBloemfontein
VWelkom.



8

For a notification of this Newsletter, please subscribe online on our website: www.bowlssa.co.za

Bowls South Africa
P O Box 47177
Parklands
2121

“ B O W L S ”  
T H E  B E S T  S P O RT  F O R  A L L  

Bowls South Africa Executive Committee:
President: Debra Ferguson, Vice President: Allan Freeman

Members: Kallie Haupt, Sergio Martinengo, Isabel Smith, Ron Weddell

Tel: 011 788 - 0005
Fax: 011 880 - 4578

E- mail: info@bowlssa.co.za
Website: bowlssa.co.za 

To keep our 30 000 members
up-to-date, we require
interesting news (any) from all
Districts.

It can be about personnel,
administrators, greens or Clubs,
but not specifically internal Club
news.

Please allow us to judge what is
newsworthy by sending
whatever you have to:

simmondsa@cybersmart.co.za
Or

info@bowlssa.co.za

on a regular basis.

In this way we can all learn
about the Sport’s progress
nationwide.

Allan Simmonds is your newly-
appointed national media officer
and will also assist you with
whatever information you are
unable to acquire, for whatever
reason.

OTHER  NEWS

Let bowls help your business
at FIND A FIRM on our website

Bowlers of the nation unite

Advertise your goods, expertise, services on the 
www.bowlssa.co.za website 

I T ô S  F O R  F R E E

Enjoy doing business with other bowlers; 
discover links to things you need and cannot find . . .

Send your contact details to : 
webmaster at bsaweb@myconnection.co.za

FIND A FIRM

Benefit from real exposure 
on the busy Bowls SA website today!

mailto:info@bowlssa.co.za
mailto:simmondsa@cybersmart.co.za
mailto:info@bowlssa.co.za
http://www.bowlssa.co.za/
mailto:bsaweb@myconnection.co.za

