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1

MARKERS

Bowls South Africa staged the S a Masters at
the Wanderers Club in the JBA District in
February. The weather was kind, the venue
excellent and the standard of bowls in all
sections was of the highest order. The
winners did come by chance. They had to
give it their best with every delivery they
made. A singles competition, however, can
attain the standard observed only with the
services of competent markers. Such a
technical official is a tremendous asset to a
singles match. The more competent the
marker is in carrying out their duties, the

more the players can concentrate on winning.

Both players on the rink are doing their best
and are aware that there can be only one
winner; one has to lose. Singles players are
also aware that there is a third person on the
rink — the marker. There is much more to a
marker’s duty than straightening the jack or
writing up the score!

There are two routes to becoming a marker,
but really one way only to turning into a
proficient official. An easy way is to watch
others do the job and then muddle through
when your turn comes — or, best of all, attend
a course arranged by your local technical
officials standing committee. It is not
necessary to wait for a course to be
advertised - persuade a few fellow bowlers
and then ask the District TOSC to deliver the
course. After completion of the course you
qualify for a Bowls South Africa badge and
certificate similar to that obtained by umpires.

In attending a course you will be surprised at
how many questions you are asked and will
even more surprised to find yourself asking
questions yourself. It is an educational
investment and you are the shareholder.
You'll also be surprised at how much good
fun the course will be and how much you will
learn about the game.

So: If you would a Marker be,
Then make it worth your while
To do the job quite capably
And do it with a smile."

2 UMPIRES

Being an umpire is an official recognition
by Bowls South Africa that you have taken
the time to study the laws of the sport of
bowls together with other relevant
procedures and that you have succeeded
in passing an examination set to the
standard required by the South African
Qualifications Act of 1995.

In a bowls competition, it is the controlling
body that appoints an umpire, who then
has the authority to ensure the game is
played according to the regulations.
Before play begins an umpire must check
greens meet the required standard. This
includes the width or the rinks, the 2m and
25m distance pegs, the availability of
mats, jacks, ditch indicators and shot-
measuring equipment.

In fours, pairs and trips matches, an
umpire may be called upon to measure
disputed shots, legal distances or take
decisions regarding the game’s laws when
skips are unsure of what is required under
given circumstances. At the completion of
the game the umpire collects the cards
and check they are correctly signed. An
umpire ensures cards are returned to the
representative of the controlling body. The
same applies to the card in a singles
encounter

Umpires can, by attending courses,
progress from a Level 1 to a Level 4
category and should they qualify may sit
the World Bowls International exam.
Should a bowler wish to become an
umpire, to gain knowledge of the laws or
to officiate as an umpire, your club or your
district executive body has the authority to
run any technical official courses.

3 POSSESSION OF THE RINK

In the sport of bowls, possession of the
rink is a legal term often unknown to many
and even if known, conveniently
disregarded. It is for good reason that in



the foreword to the, it is seen fit Laws of
the Sport of Bowls to include the
statement “So, if a situation arises that is
not covered by these laws, players,
markers and umpires must use their
common sense and a spirit of fair play to
decide on an appropriate course of action.

Bowlers may not be aware that the reason
for the wording of this law - among others -
is to curb the practice of gamesmanship in
the sport of bowls. In the Oxford
Dictionary, “Gamesmanship” is defined as
“The art of winning by cunning practices
without actually cheating.”

Law 13 deals with “Possession of the rink”.

Law 13.1 Possession of the rink will
belong to the player or team whose bowl is
being played.

Law 13.2 As soon as each bowl

comes to rest, possession of the rink will
transfer to the opposing player or team
after allowing time for marking a toucher
as soon as it comes to rest.

Law 13.3 If the umpire either by their
own observation or on appeal by one of
the skips or opponents in singles, decides
that the players in possession of the rink
are being interfered with, annoyed or
distracted in any way by their opponents,
Law 13.3.1 the first time this happens
the umpire must:

Law 13.3.1.1 warn the offending player
while the skip is present; and

Law 13.3.1.2 tell the coach, if they are
present, that the player has received a
warning.

Law 13.3.2  on each occasion after
this, the umpire must have the bowl last
played by the offending player or team
declared dead. If that bowl has disturbed
the head, the opponent must choose
whether to:

Law 13.3.2.1 replace the head;

Law 13.3.2.2 leave the head as altered;
or

Law 13.3.2.3 declare the end dead.

Having perused this law, it is clear that
small, niggling or persistent words or
actions might well “annoy or distract” an
opponent; the intent of this law is to stop
or prevent instances o such a nature.

4 A RARE EVENT IN A SUPER SIX
TRIPS GAME
THE SITUATION IN THE DITCH

Face of the bank Jack_ _

Ditch board

| am told that this is an actual event in a trips
game at the completion of an end during the
Super Sixes at Jeffreys Bay on February 9,
2015.

All four bowls are touchers.

A1 and A2 belong to Team A; B1 and B2
belong to Team B

It appears to be a “no shot” situation,
although there are visible “daylight” gaps
between the jack and bowls A1 and B1
which would require the use of a feeler
gauge to prove “no shot” or to determine the
shot. Each skip still has two bowls to play.
The remainder of the played bowls are on
the green

The skips are faced with a dilemma: the
slightest disturbance to the head could affect
the outcome. They are also aware that it is
not possible to draw another shot, nor could
another bowl become a toucher. What do
they do about the unplayed bowls?

The skips call the umpire on duty for
guidance.

The question asked is what options are open
to them to achieve a result (if possible), within
the Laws or, if not, what could be done about
the unplayed bowls? [Application of Law
40.1.3]

Explanation by the umpire based on the
relevant Laws applicable:

1 If any non-toucher from the rink of
play enters the ditch and disturbs the head
causing displacement of a toucher or the jack
in the ditch then an opponent must reset the
head. [Law 37.7]

2 If any non-toucher from the rink of
play is played onto or driven against one of
the touchers in the ditch it would remain live
as long as part of the non-toucher is still on
the rink when it comes to rest after contact
with the toucher; any movement caused by
the non-toucher to any toucher or the jack in
the ditch would be valid. [Laws 16.1 and
16.1.3] This could possibly achieve a result.



3 Unplayed bowls: As no further play NATIONAL STANDING

is feasible to achieve a different outcome to COMMITTEE - TECHNICAL
the end, the skips can deliver the remaining OFFICIALS

bowls (without intent to disturb the head!) and
then start the measuring process (only the
final bowl to be played by the last player to
play may be “declared” [Law 25]. [This
decision would comply with Laws 23.1 and
23.3];

NB: Another option could be to agree to start
the measuring process and forfeit the right to
play the bowls deliberately left unplayed.

OUTCOME: After delivering the remaining
bowls (without intent to disturb the head), and
“declaring” the final bowl, the skips called the
umpire to measure for shot. The result here
was not a no-shot.

TOP BRASS: The national standing committee for

5 OVER-ENTH USIASTIC THIRDS technical officials at the SA Masters

At a tournament this year the thirds in a
game had begun removing shot bowls. The
skip of team A shouted at them, saying “|
have another bowl to play” The players did
not know the rule that applied, but an

experienced umpire said, “The bowl cannot
be played as the thirds have broken up the
head” Comments may be e-mailed to any technical
The players did not believe him and called official committee member.

the tournament official who explained the
end must be replayed.

“‘Hello o o ! Mr Tournament Official.
What does the Law say?

Fred Kruis - Excom
fredkruis@wam.co.za
Neville Savage - Convenor

Law 29.4.1 If the result of an end has been savagenk@icon.co.za
agreed or the process of deciding the Bob Radcliffe - Member
number of shots scored has started (as radcliffe@worldonline.co.za
described in Law 23.1), a player who has Renee Venter - Member
failed to play a bowl (either deliberately or reneeventer@mweb.co.za
accidentally) will lose the right to play the Jeanette Williams - Member
bowl. brujenw@gmail.com
Doreen de Power - Member
Any bowler who would like to receive a copy 23dor@cybersmart.co.za
of this newsletter will find it on the Bowls SA Dirk Malomgre - Member
website. dmalomgre@mweb.co.za
All District Secretaries will receive a copy. Andre Bezuidenhout - Member
kammetjiebez@gmail.com




By Alan Simmonds, Media Officer Bowls South

They went, they played, they conquered - yes, for a fourth time
in a row South Africa’s disabled - sight impaired and physically
disabled - Proteas are world champions.

Welcoming home South Africa’s heroic men and women, Bowls
SA president Allan Freeman said: “True champions for many
years, | salute their courage and skill. We are all so proud of their
outstanding achievement.”

Travelling East it is about 12 000km and a 24-hour haul to New
Zealand from South Africa, but any jet lag or exhaustion was
soon forgotten as the elite group of 22 players and their support
team soon dominated events.

Coming home was another 24 hours; this time it was euphoria
that was exhausting, for they were laden with gold and cloaked
for a fourth consecutive time with the mantle world champions.
The side was comprised of eight visually Impaired (plus direc-
tors) and five physically disabled; Cathy Donaldson was team
manager and Disability Bowls secretary Graham Ward accompa-
nied the team.

At the 2014 XX Commonwealth Games in Scotland disabled and

Bravol SA disabled Proteas
again champions of the world

CONQUERORS: The SA disabled squad after winning a fourth world championship

visually impaired
Proteas contested
the three catego-
ries available - they
won gold in them
all. Now in New
Zealand In Febru-
ary it was another
medal rush - five
gold four silver

and six bronze at
the World Bowls
Championship

for the Disabled bronze under the guidance of her director
(physical and sight)  the superb Geoff Newcombe

in Wellington, New

STYLE: Visibly impaired Gwen Nel won

Zealand - a bravurperformance.

The championship, contested by England , Scotland , Ireland ,

Canada, Hong Kong, Korea , Korean Vets, Israel, New Zealand,

Australia and South Africa at the Nae Nae and Hutt Bowling

Clubs, Lower Hutt City, from February16 — 27 was a virtual

one-way trip for SA who finished way ahead of the hosts and

England as their nearest competitors. A plaque gifted by Bowls
SA was handed to New Zealand at a function held
at Nae Nae.

On home soil in 2011, SA amassed 20 gold med-
als (30 gongs in total) to win the overall title;

won again in Malaysia in 2003 and in Australia

four years later. In a message from Cape Town,
SASCOC'’s General Manager: Operations, Patience
Shikwambana, said: “Congratulation and well done
to the team. They are our pride and true ambassa-
dors; well done to bowls family.”

Donaldson of Disabled Bowls SA thanked Bowls
South Africa for financial help and SASCOC for air
tickets and travel insurance. “Without their assis-
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