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1. THE QUANDARY OF THE 23     
AND 25 METRE MEASURES 
 

Law 18.3.2 states “In any end, the start of 
play is the delivery of the jack by the first 
player to play in that end”. 
Law 19.1.1 states “Before the start of play in 
each end, the player to play first should place 
the centre line of the mat lengthwise along the 
centre line of the rink, with the mat line at 
least 2 metres from the rear ditch and at least 
25 metres from the front ditch”. 
Law 19.1.2 states that “If, before the jack has 
been delivered, a player or the marker finds 
that the mat has not been placed as 
described in law 19.1.1, the player to play first 
should correctly position the mat”. 
Law 19.1.3 states “If after the jack has been 
delivered but the first bowl is delivered, a 
player or the marker finds that the mat line 
has not been positioned within the distances 
prescribed in law 19.1.1, the opposing player 
should place the mat as described in law 
19.1.1 and re-deliver the jack, making sure 
that it is centred, but the opposing player 
should not play first”. 
Law 19.1.4 states “After the first player to 
play has delivered the first bowl, no one has 
the right to challenge the legality of the 
original distance of the mat from the rear and 
front ditches. 
 
From the above, it is clear that the mat can be 
positioned at any point on the centre line of 
the rink with the front edge of the mat being 
between the 2 metre mark from the rear ditch 
to the 25m mark from the front ditch.  
 
The often asked question in a singles game is 
“Does the marker have the right to call for a 
23 metre measure?” The marker, much to the 
consternation of many players not only has 
the right to call for a measure, but in terms of 
law 55.2.2, the marker should make sure that 
the jack is at least 23 metres from the mat line 
after it has been centred. The importance of 
the distances between the mat line and the 
jack or the front ditch is stressed again in the 
law book in law 56.2.3, which states “The 
umpire should decide whether the distance of 
the mat from the rear and front ditches and 

the distance of the jack or a bowl from the 
mat line are in line with the laws of the sport 
of bowls. 
 
 
2. POSITION ON THE MAT AND 

FOOT FAULTING 
 
Law 20.1 states “Before delivery a player 
should be standing on the mat with one foot 
fully on the mat. At the moment that they 
deliver the jack or a bowl, they should have all 
or part of one foot on or above the mat”. 
Law 20.2 states “Before delivery, a player 
using an approved wheelchair should have 
one wheel on the mat and, at the moment 
they deliver the jack or a bowl, the player 
should have all or part of one wheel on or 
above the mat. 
Law 20.3 states “Any player not meeting the 
terms of this law is committing a foot fault and 
law 21 will apply. 
Law 21.1 states “If the umpire, either by their 
own observation or on appeal by one of the 
skips or opponents in singles, decides that a 
player has not met with the terms of Law 20, 
the umpire should, on the first occasion, warn 
the player in the presence of the skip and 
advise the manager or the coach when they 
are present that a warning has been given”. 
Law 21.2 states “On each occasion after this 
the umpire should have the player’s bowl 
stopped and declared dead. 
Law 21.3 states “If it has not been possible to 
stop the bowl and it disturbs the head, the 
opponent should choose whether to: 
Law 21.3.1 replace the head 
Law 21.3.2 leave the head as altered: or 
Law 21 3.3 Declare the end dead”. 
Law 21.4 states “If a player has been given a 
warning and still fails to meet the terms of law 
20 while delivering the jack, law 23.2 will 
apply”. 
Law 23.2 states “If a player improperly 
delivers the jack. The opposing player should 
place the mat as described in law 19.1.1 and 
re-deliver the jack, making sure that it is 
centred, but the opposing player should not 
play first”. 
From the above laws it is very clear that 
running onto the mat and delivering the bowl 



or the jack is an illegal practice as law 20.1 
requires that the player should be “Standing” 
on the mat. The provision in law 21.1 to 
permit a player to appeal is justified as it is 
not always possible for the umpire to see 
everything that is happening on a green all 
the time – there are times that the umpire is 
occupied with other duties. 
Contrary to the beliefs of some players, it is 
not the umpire’s duty to be preoccupied with 
only looking for foot faulting. Trained umpires 
will observe the stance that players adopt on 
the mat during the trial ends to gain an 
indication as to which players “could” be 
prone to foot faulting, and observe those 
players on the mat from time to time. 
 
3. DWINDLING NUMBERS 
 

Year Number  Year Number 

2008 281  2009 474 

2010 600  2011 510 

2012 319  2013 224 

 
Apart from the dwindling number of bowlers 
active in our sport, there seems to be an 
alarming trend not to want to be involved in 
the administration of our sport.  It is becoming 
harder to get bowlers to serve on a club 
committee or a district executive committee 
etc. 

This trend is also creeping in to the number of 
candidates coming forward to become 
Technical Officials as evidenced by the 
figures from Bowls South Africa.  In the last 
few years the number of bowlers in South 
Africa has fallen from close to 30,000 to 
26,000 this past year. 

The above table shows that the number of 
bowlers being trained as Technical Officials 
over the last 5-years has also fallen 
dramatically: 

This trend is being noticed by most District 
Standing Committees as fewer candidates 
are volunteering to attend courses run by the 
District Technical Officials Standing 
Committees.  Also more and more sponsored 
competitions, league games and district 
competitions are being played without any 
umpire present! 

This year so far ten Districts have not trained 
any Technical Officials.  There still remains 
time to reverse this trend as the year finishes 
31 March 2014 but this will take an extremely 

concerted effort from all District Executives to 
encourage clubs to motivate their members to 
attend courses and become involved in the 
marking and umpiring at competitions.  
Qualified trainers are available in most of the 
districts, and if not, there are in neighbouring 
districts. Please make use of their expertise to 
train new Technical Officials.  We pride 
ourselves on being the best administered 
amateur sport in South Africa but if we do not 
have an adequate number of trained 
Technical Officials we risk losing this title. 

 

4. SKIPS AND THE CARD 

Despite this Law coming into force in 
2010, there is still resistance from a small 
minority of bowlers to this requirement.  
The Law was enacted to bring all games 
into line whereas previously in Pairs the 
skip kept the card but in Triples and Fours 
the second usually kept the card so; it 
made sense as the Skip is in charge of 
the game and has to sign as to the 
correctness of the score at the end of the 
game, that they be responsible. 

The Law may be reviewed next year but 
until any changes are made we would ask 
all bowlers to play the sport in compliance 
with all the Laws and not just the laws that 
they like! 

 

5. SA STEEK DIE HAND VAN 
VRIENDSKAP UIT NA `N 
BUURLAND 

 
Op versoek van die Namibiese Rolbal 
Assosiasie het twee lede van die  SA Staande 
Komitee, Tegniese Beamptes  nl , Neville 
Savage en Renée Venter na Windhoek gereis 
en `n Merkers, ‘n Vlak 1 en ‘n Vlak 2 kursus 
aangebied. 
Ons het `n hartlike ontvangs gehad en in die 
tyd tot ons beskikking het ons daardie 
kandidate laat sweet. Die entoesiasme 
waarmee hulle gewerk het was ongelooflik.  
Altesaam het ons elf Vlak 1 tegniese 
beamptes opgelei en twee kandidate, 
Alexander Joubert en Dave Hutchins het Vlak 
2 deurgekom. 
Namibië spog dus met dertien splinternuwe 
opgeleide Tegniese Beamptes. 
Ons opregte dank en waardering aan die Oos 
Gauteng Tegniese Komitee vir hul bydrae tot 
die kursus material. 



 
Dit is nou sweet tyd in Windkoek 

 
 
6. WESTERN PROVINCE TRAINS 

TECHNICAL OFFICIALS  
 

 
 
 

The Western Province district has the largest 
number of registered bowlers of all the 
districts in South Africa. In line with this, in an 
effort to provide sufficient Technical Officials 
to be able to cater for their requirements, they 
trained a further 13 markers and 11 Level 1 
umpires during August. Well done to both the 
Technical Officials Standing Committee of 
Western Province. And, to the candidates 
who are now both trained and prepared to 
give of their time for the betterment of the 
sport, enjoy your time officiating at 
competitions.  

 
7. CONDITIONS OF PLAY 
 
Controlling Bodies should decide on what 
Conditions of Play are necessary to govern 
their competitions. Club competitions of a 
social nature that do not lead to a club title or 
qualify for a district or national title can be 
played in accordance with Conditions of Play 
which include aspects that are different from 
those that are described in the laws of the 

sport of bowls. Controlling Bodies that govern 
competitions leading to club titles or qualify 
for district or national competitions should 
ensure that their Conditions of Play are in line 
with the requirements as described in 
Appendix A1 of the Laws of the Sport of 
Bowls.  
The Conditions of play should be available to 
umpires and entrants who ask for them and 
should be clearly displayed at all venues 
throughout the course of the event. 

 
 
 

NATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEE 
TECHNICAL OFFICIALS 

 

 
 

Comments may be E-mailed to any of the 
Committee Members. 
 
Neville Savage           savagenk@icon.co.za 
Bob Radcliffe   radcliffe@worldonline.co.za 
Renee Venter      reneeventer@mweb.co.za 
Jeanette Williams         brujenw@gmail.com 
Doreen de Power  23dor@cybersmart.co.za  
Stan Baragwanath     sabra@absamail.co.za  
     
Any bowler who would like to receive a copy 
of this newsletter will find it on the Bowls SA 
web site. 
All District Secretaries will receive a copy. 








