
Gerry Baker elected to World Bowls office 
For almost two decades South Africa’s John McArdle has poured his expertise and globe-trotting 
energy into World Bowls Administration at the highest level. 

The former Alberton BC administrator, a past president of World Bowls, Bowls SA, and until recently 
the World Bowls director for Africa/Americas, has announced his retirement from the global platform. 
He has been elected to the executive committee of Ekurhuleni Bowls – formerly Eastern Gauteng 
(Transvaal). 

World Bowls president John Bell heaped praise on McArdle: 

“John has been a loyal supporter who has accumulated a wealth of experience and knowledge 
through his 14 years of service to World Bowls. This has enabled him to bring an invaluable degree of 
wisdom and stability to the operation and deliberations of our World Bowls Board. His advice proved 
there is no substitute for drawing on relevant experience. 

“On behalf of our World Bowls organisation I would like to formally and sincerely thank him for his 
considerable contribution to it. I well remember, as an England player at World events, admiring the 
ever cheerful President John McArdle (John was President 2008 -12) for his positivity and 
enthusiasm.  

“He was indeed a great 'front man' for our world governing body and he will I am sure have many 
treasured memories of those times. I wish him well for his retirement from 'world administration' but I 
am sure he will still enjoy his involvement with bowls in South Africa - and who wouldn't enjoy that 
wonderful experience.” 

But the South African legacy at World Bowls continues, for the honorary life member of Bowls SA is 
replaced by a 20-year legend – Gerry Baker of Johannesburg, a chartered accountant off the green. 

Baker, one of South Africa’s most decorated and admired international competitors, an outstanding 
entrepreneur and a man outspoken in deed and word about protecting and ensuring the life-span of 
the game, has been elected to replace McArdle. 

“Gerry Baker, known as “leftie” is larger than life.  I have known him all his playing career. He is an 
ambassador, brilliant player and a shrewd businessman. Still a young man, he will provide insight and 
innovation for the world’s most enduring sport,” said McArdle. 

Baker, a five-time South African Masters Singles champion and a multi-medallist at many World 
Bowls and other major international tournaments, with a bowls playing span dating to 1989, spoke 
warmly of his predecessor. 

“John McArdle is short in stature, but a giant as an administrator. He has set the bar at such a level 
that it will require a major vault to ensure his efforts are maintained. 

“I am, however, prepared gratefully to accept the honour and the challenge. 

“We all know bowls requires constant transformation and rapidly. Numbers are declining. For the 
sport to grow in South Africa especially, 90% of the populations better access. The game worldwide 
needs to be globally encouraged in growth areas such as India, China and the USA.” 

The president of Bowls South Africa, Rob Forbes, said: “What an honour to have another South 
African elected by World Bowls to serve the august body. All of us in South Africa wish Gerry well.” 

Baker, a dedicated family man, has retired from international competition, but continues to competes 
at the highest level nationally. 

His appointment shall be ratified at the World Bowls biennial council meeting on 1 June 2020 in Australia. 
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