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16 May 2020 

Dear Bowlers 
 
As I write this we are at the start of week eight of lockdown in its various 
stages. It has been a dramatic and, I guess to some extent, a traumatic 
event in our lives.  It’s at time like this that we are extremely concerned for 
the welfare of our members and of course the clubs that we all belong to 
and enjoy so much.  We as your interface with Governmental authorities 
have at various times placed requests to the authorities to consider relaxing 
restrictions with regard to access to bowls clubs and in particular as regards 
considering bowls as a permitted exercise.  These representations were 
made as follows: 
 
1. On the 28th April 2020 and to coincide with the impending move to 
Level 4 of lockdown Bowls South Africa directed a letter to SASCOC and the 
Department of Sport, Arts and Culture requesting they consider relaxing 
some the restrictions imposed on sporting bodies and in particular our 
sport.  The foundation of this request was based on two issues.  Firstly the 
fact that bowls clubs, because of their physical properties, are well 
positioned to ensure that social distancing can effectively be maintained 
and health and safety protocols associated with this could easily be 
implemented and secondly the ability of clubs to withstand the financial 
losses arising from no activity.  Clearly our request was not acceded to and 
you are all aware of the parameters with regard to exercising. 
 
2. On the 29th April 2020 SASCOC set up what they called a ‘war room’ in 
order to consolidate input from all the Federations which could be 
presented as a globular impact evaluation on the sport sector. Of the 
Seventy-six sport specific bodies that comprise SASCOC Forty-seven 
responded. The outcome of their survey makes interesting reading and is 
aligned to our thinking. 
• Almost 90% of the sport bodies believed government was not doing 
enough for them during the Covid-19 pandemic. 



 

 

• Almost 43% of sport bodies said they needed relief funding and another 
35% said they would like an earlier return to play rather than that as 
envisaged in those published in the level scenario. 
• More than 81% estimated they would lose anything from R100,000 into 
multimillions if they were unable to return to full operation by August 31. 
Incidentally we estimated that as a sport we stood to lose some R40m in 
revenue during six months of inactivity whilst in excess of 1000 people were 
at risk of losing full-time employment. 
The findings of this survey have been sent to the Department of Sport, Arts 
and Culture for their consideration and input into the National Command 
Council. 
 
3. On the 14th May 2020 with the potential move to level three of 
lockdown regulations being discussed we once again submitted a case for 
consideration to SASCOC for onward transmission to the powers that be. In 
this transmission we have mapped a systematic process for the slow 
introduction of normal activities at bowls clubs that would be aligned to the 
various levels of lockdown as envisaged by the National government.  The 
various stages of return would involve moving from a limited amount of 
participants to full engagement at the conclusion of lockdown.  This would 
obviously be supported by all the necessary health and safety protocols 
that have been accepted as necessary to minimise the spread of the virus. 
 
Aligned to the findings of the SASCOC survey Bowls South Africa is acutely 
aware of the risks posed by the implementation of lockdown.  Clubs will 
face extreme financial challenges and the lifeblood of our sport namely 
membership will face financial and emotional decisions with regard to the 
continued association with our sport. We can only but appeal to all our 
membership and club management to take all steps to minimise financial 
losses.  Cost items should be re-visited and some hard decisions need to be 
made about the continuance of certain expense items.  Potential revenue 
streams such as weekly / monthly draws or innovative live streaming 
activities which engage with membership and at the same time provide 
some revenue should be considered. 
 
When normality returns it is likely to be under different conditions to what 
we all knew and it will bring with it its own challenges.  Clubs and 
individuals will approach health and safety in a different way and I’m sure 



 

 

we will be using hand sanitiser and face masks for some time to come. But 
with change should also come innovation and a time to think ‘outside the 
box’.  We live in a society that is technologically driven and we need to 
embrace technology in our everyday operations.  An example of this is a 
club that has all the tabs of its members demarcated with a ‘Bar code’.  
Every Tabs-in day is a breeze literally two minutes after closure time tabs 
are displayed.  I see a huge amount of activity on social media platforms 
and it is our best method of communicating with our members and I urge 
all clubs to set up Facebook profiles and use this to the benefit of club 
members.  By linking these to District and National platforms the 
transmission of information is literally the touch of a button away.  We are 
also at a time when a lot of clubs have their financial year-end and this is 
accompanied by the annual membership account.  I believe that at a time 
like this we should be mindful of the financial circumstances many of the 
members will find themselves in and consider piece-meal payments of 
amounts due. 
 
In conclusion I would firstly like to record my sincere thanks to all those 
members of our standing committees who have made it their job to keep 
our interest going on the social medium platforms.  There are numerous 
individuals at club level who have taken it upon themselves to introduce 
innovative revenue collection activities.  Apart from the obvious benefit of 
revenue for the club the ‘club spirit’ that is so closely associated with 
collective membership is maintained. A huge thanks to all of you. And then 
last but not least to all those workers on the front line of this pandemic and 
of course our health workers who place themselves at risk we cannot 
express enough gratitude. As is my usual habit I will leave you with the 
following quote from Charles Darwin he said ‘It is the long history of 
humankind (and animal kind, too) that those who learned to collaborate 
and improvise most effectively have prevailed.’ 
 
Take care of yourselves and your loved ones. 
 
Rob Forbes 
Bowls South Africa Executive President 
 

 


