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18 August 2020
To:
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PROVINCIAL SERETARIES
DISTRICT SECRETARIES
MEDIA
CIRCULAR 32 /2020.
COVID-19 – RESTRICTIONS- UP-DATE.

Further to our Circular 31/2020 dated 17th August 2020 and in reference to the regulations as
per government gazette 43620 dated 17th August 2020 the following has reference:


On premise liquor consumption - In terms of section 61(1) (b) the sale of liquor by a
licenced premise for on-site consumption subject to the strict adherence to the curfew
contemplated in regulation 50(1) is permitted. In terms of regulation 50(1) every
person is confined his or her place of residence from 22h00 until 04h00 daily, except
where a person has been granted permission. It may, thus, be necessary to restrict
bar hours so as to ensure patrons can safely return home within the curfew time.



Number of persons permitted in bars - In terms of section 55 (2) (n) (viii) bars,
taverns, shebeens, and similar establishments, are subject to a limitation of 50
persons or less. In terms of section 55. (1) All persons must wear a face mask and
adhere to all health protocols and social distancing measures when attending a
gathering, Thus, for example, where a club has a dedicated bar area it may be
necessary, due to the size of that area, to serve patrons in another area that allows
for effective social distancing, which always has to be implemented. Bearing in mind
that the number of patrons gathered and served by, the bar, may not exceed 50
individuals.



In terms of Section 55 (2) all gatherings are prohibited except for the following places
which are open to the public, subject to all persons wearing face masks and strict
adherence to all health protocols and social distancing measures as provided for in
the directions issued by the relevant Cabinet member, after consultation with the
Cabinet member responsible for health: Section 55(2) (n) (ii) then includes sports
grounds and fields as part of this exemption without any stipulation as to restrictions
on numbers. Thus, our interpretation is that the number of people that can be
accommodated will depend on the number of greens available.



But clubs are reminded that there is a restriction of Fifty (50) persons under one roof
and thus whilst more than Fifty can be accommodated on the playing fields, bearing
in mind that a maximum of 36 individuals can be on any one green at any time, only a
portion of them will be allowed access to the clubs facilities and this must be borne in
mind when making a 'fair' decision on who will be given access and who shall be
restricted.
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Questions have been raised about whether competitions may be played. The
dispensation granted by the Minister of Sport specifically includes 'matches' and
competitions would fall within the ambit of this allowance. Bearing in mind that, under
current dispensation, only matches contested under the allowed formats namely
singles, pairs and trips may be contested.



The gazette specifically states that no spectators may attend any practices or
matches.



Kindly also note that all the protocols such as screening and hand sanitizing need still
to be in place and a register must be maintained of all participants at the club on any
given day.

The effective implementation of the above is in each and every club administrators’ hands
and please note that the regulations also make provision for penalties and fines that can be
imposed for any breach of these regulations.

John Ravenscroft
Operations Manager.

