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Other na�onal  events  a lso affected by 
government-imposed protocols to which Bowls 
SA will adhere, are notably the Inter District 
Championships (involving 20 Districts) at various 
venues and the Junior Na�onal Championships in 
the Free State.  The Inter-Districts and Disability 
Na�onals are similarly postponed.

“Districts will need to arrange refunds or credits 
for travel and accommoda�on expenses already 
incurred,” says Forbes.

Several World Bowls tournament, in which the SA 
Proteas annually play a prominent role, have also 
been sidelined.

At first, it was hoped limi�ng, even barring 
spectators, having selected games “streamed', 
applying strict social distancing and wearing of 
masks by all off-green non-players, plus sani�sing 

the chagrin of all involved on and off the greens.

The SA Na�onal Championships in May might 
also be affected.

“This pandemic has affected the world, and 
sports administrators in South Africa have been 
embroiled in a nightmare of postponements and 
scrapping of events.  We want everyone to 
remain healthy and safe; bowls is commi�ed to 
this mantra,” Forbes says.

Alan Simmonds - Media Officer

The elite Open Masters Championships, Veterans' 
Championship and Junior Championships for men 
and women are affected.

Annually, 80 invited bowlers represen�ng the 
cream of compe�tors from 25 000 registered 
members are invited to compete in the Bowls 
South Africa Masters Championships – the blue 
riband event on the calendar – set this year for the 
weekend of February 5-7 in Pretoria.

Pu�ng a brave face on our helpless situa�on is not 
enough it appears.  The Covid-19 epidemic has 
struck squarely at the heart of bowls in South 
Afr ica ,  forc ing  postponement  of  major 
tournaments.

Thousands of players throughout South Africa are 
side-lined from annual top events and a�er 
na�onwide discussions with administra�ve 
leaders, the president of Bowls South Africa, Rob 
Forbes, has been le� with li�le op�on, but to 
advise all 20 districts and inform them of an 
unsolvable dilemma.

Unanimously, magnanimously presidents of each 
district agreed to put down anchors.

It is the first �me in the event’s 60-year plus 
history, the Masters has been postponed, much to 
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COVID SLAMS DOOR ON 
MASTERS’ SHOWPIECE Alas, even such Draconian measures do not 

meet the SA Government’s protocols for sport. 
Thus there was no other op�on, but to shut 
down.

Should the situa�on relent, fresh dates will be 
considered.  But the vaccina�on of ci�zens will 
take �me and energy; bowlers, unless truly 
aged, are on the back burner in this regard. 

Looking back to last year, just dodging the 
pandemic bullet, a red hot Jason Evans 
(Roosevelt Park, Johannesburg Bowling 
Associa�on) in February won the men’s �tle in 
Pretoria at Wingate Country Club.  He was also 
unbeaten throughout the prelims. 

of contestants and all equipment a�er each 
game, would suffice.

Queen of the greens Colleen Piketh (then 
Discovery, Sables, now living at Mossel Bay and 
playing out of George BC, Eden) dropped just 
one sec�onal game on her way to a record sixth 
crown.

The venue was to again be Wingate Park CC – the 
finest mul�ple greens club in South Africa – 
where Protea Evans, a winner three �mes in four 
years (he took a bronze medal in his “gap” 
ou�ng) and Piketh would have been considered 
hot favourites.

“The effect of the enforced five months’ lay-off 
may might well have played a deciding role. 
Some might have ‘wintered’ be�er than others; 
it was a fantas�c scenario of top bowls in 2020, I 
eagerly awaited a new contender to arise this 
year,” mused Forbes.

In the new clash of the Titans, Evans would have 
dodged 21-17 runner-up Pierre Breitenbach 
(Potchefstroom, NW); they were in opposing 
eight-player sec�ons. 

Breitenbach, a former champion, was in a 
“sec�on of death” with five-�me champion and 
legend Gerry Baker (Bryanston Sports Bowling 

Proteas and na�onal champions awaited Evans 
– surely highly decorated interna�onal Prince 
Neluonde (Bryanston Sports,  JBA) who 
contended to the last qualifying round, would 
have had a major say?
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Winners of the Women’s and Men’s Open Masters 2020 - Colleen Piketh and Jason Evans



Club, JBA), 2020 bronze medallist Charles 
Methewson (Beaconsfield Park, NC), talented 
twin SA Na�onal Single champion Wayne 
Ri�muller, the amazing Billy Radloff (George, 
Eden) and ever-improving Wilson Malobolo 
(Witpoortjie, Sables) to name a few wai�ng to 
pounce.

From her Colleen Webb days at Edenvale, 
Ekurhuleni in 2002, she won again in 2004 and 
2006, then added victories at The Wanderers, 
Johannesburg and at Wingate CC, Pretoria in 2013 
and 2017, and a record sixth �tle, again in 
Pretoria.

Twelve veteran and 12 junior men and women 
contest Vets and Junior Masters events 
respec�vely – legend Rudi Jacobs, a former 
na�onal singles and Masters champion, would 
have been hard to resist in the vets' event.

It should not be forgo�en, the charming school 
teacher took silver in 2011, 2015, 2016 and 2018 – 
adding to a record that might take decades to 
emulate, let alone improve.

“With the weather and greens expected to have 
been at their the best, coupled with excellent 
administra�on, catering, entertainment and 
organisa�on, the 2021 Masters would have 
produced another event of the highest order.  
Alas, for the moment it will not be so,” says a 
disappointed Forbes.

Bronze medals went to experienced Protea Esmé 
Kruger (CBCOB, Gauteng North) and mul�ple 
na�onal; champion and now re�red from 
interna�onal bowls Esmé Haley (Linden, JBA).

Piketh's record, is unmatched.

Piketh defeated the brilliant, young, Anneke 
Snyman (Bredasdorp, Boland) another Protea 
highly regarded by her world peers - Snyman was 
not outclassed, merely outplayed on the day. Good news for the tradi�onally powerful WP 

women's provincial side, is Snyman has made 
herself available for them. 

“I've been studying and working in Cape Town for 
about six years. Being commi�ed to Boland, I had 
to spend close to about six hours on the road just 
to play in compe��ons at weekends.  I just had to 
make a decision, financially and �me-wise, to 
move over to Western Province.  I've actually 
been a member at WPCC for almost two years.”

Float like a bu�erfly, s�ng like a bee was a famous 
quote from boxing legend Muhammed Ali. It 
might well apply to one of South Africa’s 
brightest and most gi�ed women bowlers - 
Anneke Snyman.

Snyman has many pleasant memories of the one-
green Boland club set in a leafy, fresh-air area of a 
verdant sec�on of South Africa, 185km from 
Cape Town.  And the club was not slow to 
recognise kudos earned and the hard work the 
Protea put in.

Now a fully-fledged Protea star she has moved 
her allegiances over to Western Province Cricket 
Club in Cape Town.  It's a move the university 
graduate has to make for all reasons, but love 
remains for her mother district.

“It was a difficult, tough decision, being a 
Bolander for 13 years, but I'm also thrilled at new 
challenges and experiences lying ahead,” the 
skilful Snyman says.

Born and bred in the Boland, north-east of Cape 
Town, Snyman, s�ll only 26 – the average age of 
the crack Australian Jackaroos' women's side - 
honed her skills at the Bredasdorp BC at which 
she began playing aged 12 in 2007.

EVER IMPROVING: Wilson Malobolo

LEGEND NOW VETERAN: Rudi Jacobs

All will be watching what the future holds.

We are not alone, all major bowls na�ons are 
similarly affected, causing an upheaval to financial 
and administra�ve procedures.

Let us stay safe and hope that if the crisis ends 
bowls at elite level can return to normal.

BRAINY ANNEKE
NOW PROTEA 
STAR

“Henry Fourie - who got me involved in bowls and 
mentored myself, Ezile Fourie and Stephan de 
Jager (other top young players) for many years - 
president at Bredasdorp Bowling club and 
Overberg Bowls (Snyman was Overberg 
Sportswoman of the Year in 2019), presented me 
with an amazing pictorial memorabilia collage 
over a zoom mee�ng.

“Later they also gave me a lekker (Afrikaans for 
nice) pink jack.”

The presenta�on was made at a marke�ng and 
transforma�on workshop, hosted by BSA's 

The next year Snyman was runner-up the 
Boland Ladies Singles and invited to the Boland 
Masters.  She went on to represent Boland in 
the top division at the SA Inter Districts.

Forbes (whose home is in Port Elizabeth, about 
750km from Cape Town) and Boucher (from 
East London in the Border district, about 
1100km from Cape Town)) �reless workers for 
bowls throughout South Africa and great 
advocates of taking the game to the na�on's 
vast Pla�eland (a mainly rural area up to 
750km from Cape Town containing more than 
seven million residents) heaped praise upon 
Snyman.

A gold medal in the U-25 Ladies Inter Districts 
followed when 17, followed by the top prize for 
her age group – a gold medal in 2013 in the SA 
Junior Masters plus gold again at the U-25 
Ladies Inter Districts when 18.

In  2008 she p layed in  her  first  U-19 
Development Tournament at Bloemfontein 
and although only 13 won a bronze medal.

president Rob Forbes and vice-president 
Heather Boucher for mostly Overberg (an area 
about 255km east of Cape Town) clubs and 
Boland execu�ve members – it was decided as 
the only feasible �me during this Covid-19 
period “to present it to me.”

“Since emerging as ‘a player of note to watch’ 
1 0  p l u s  y e a rs  a g o ,  A n n e ke  h a s  n o t 
disappointed. Yearly she has improved, 
working harder and harder at the game. Her 
demeanour, ethics and overall leadership 
quali�es see her now on the world stage.  She 
is a terrific young woman.  Bowls South Africa's 
execu�ve wish her great success in her new 
venture,” Forbes said.

A quick peek at some of the Snyman bowls CV 
indicates her progress.

Aged 15 she was awarded Boland colours and 
in 2011 won the Bredasdorp Singles Ladies �tle 
and named Overall Champion at 16.

In 2014, Snyman was called up to the SA Open 
Masters and represented Boland Open A as a 
skip at the SA Inter Districts.  That year she won 
gold as Boland's Champion of Champions 
Singles, took the Boland Open Masters, won 
yet another gold medal at the U-25 Ladies Inter 
Districts and was named Player of the 
Tournament.



“Anneke is very single-minded and with the aim 
of excelling as a bowler, she spends many extra 
hours on the bowling green, doing structured 
exercises.  

“She was, and s�ll is one of the best role models 
of Bredasdorp and Boland, originally mainly for 
other youngsters but later for all members.  

Fourie a Bredasdorp BC former president said: 
“It seems like only yesterday when Anneke, as a 
young girl s�ll at primary school, came to 
Bredasdorp Bowling Club with her dad, Joggie 
Snyman.

“She officially became a member of Bredasdorp 
Bowling Club on 19 April, 2010. She was always 
friendly, as well as inquisi�ve, and very soon 
became popular with everybody.  The rest is 
history, and for the last two years,  Anneke has 
been one of the stalwarts of the Protea teams.  

“As a young girl at U-19 tournaments her 
sparkling personality on and off the green made 
her a very popular player, not only with players 
but also with officials.  Even at a very early age 
she was asked to play skip, a role at which she 
excelled.  She has won various compe��ons on 
na�onal, provincial and club level but she has 
never allowed this to make her cocky or 
conceited.  Whenever she had to concede 
defeat she has done so gracefully and returned 
more focused to excel.

“Her move to WP, which she has deferred as long 
as possible, was inevitable and as she now lives 
in Cape Town it is only logical that this will be her 
home in future.  

“Anneke we wish you all the best with this new 
chapter in your career.  Be yourself, don't change 
anything and keep on doing what have done up 
to now and more success will follow.

 All her hard work did not escape the eye of alert 
na�on selectors and she won colours as a junior 
skip, aged only 20, represen�ng SA in the U-30 in 
a major quadrangular event against seasoned 
opponents at Windhoek, Namibia.

The tale goes on. But let SA's excellent head 

Present Boland president Stoffel Lambrechts 
enthused: “Everyone in Boland is proud of what 
she has achieved in bowls and is thankful for her 
contribu�on towards the success of the Boland 
Open Ladies team in recent years. Boland wishes 
her well for the future.”

“This does not mean that we in Bredasdorp and 
Boland will not miss her, but we shall always be 
proud of what she has a�ained in her career.  She 
will always have a special place in our hearts.

coach and convenor of selectors Jessica 
Henderson take it up.

“She won full Protea colours in 2015 when 
selected as second in the fours and trips for the 
Atlan�c Championships in Cyprus. They took 
bronze in both disciplines; SA's women came 
third overall.

“The Anneke was selected to play in the 2016 
Quadrangular and Malaysia Test series as a front 
ranker.

“I know Anneke was disappointed when not 
selected for World Bowls 2016 played in New 
Zealand. She realised compe�ng against 11 
equally talented other Gold Squad members 
would be difficult. But I believe that inspired her 
to work even harder and improve further.

“In the 2017 African States tournament we 
moved her to the back rank when she played as a 
third in the fours and skipped the pairs – result: 
gold fours; bronze pairs.

“Her biggest test, which she passed with 
dis�nc�on and flying colours, was when we had 
to move her to skip a�er the tragic loss of Elma 

In a message from her Natal south coast home 
Henderson said: “Anneke made the SA Gold 
Squad (an elite 12 players) because of her results 
at a Na�onal Camp in 2014 when just 20.

“At the 2018 Commonwealth Games on the 
Australia Gold Coast Anneke played third in the 
fours and second in the trips. She had an excellent 
tournament and played with maturity. I actually 
went to her and made the remark: Well done 
Anneke, you have 'arrived.' Overcoming tough 
condi�ons – fast greens and at �me indifferent 
weather - Anneke won a terrific silver with the 
fours.

Davis before the 2019 Atlan�c Championship 
in Cardiff, Wales. 

“Anneke has a long and bright future in bowls. 
not only for South Africa, but in her new 
province as well.

Snyman guided her teams to a silver in the 
fours and a bronze in the trips and SA's women 
won gold overall.

“I wish her all success.”

In 2020, at the SA Masters, just before Covid-19 
lockdown, Snyman took on SA No 1 Colleen 
Piketh in the final a�er seven superb sec�onal 
clashes against her peers. The younger woman 
went down 21-15 to the world star, but did not 
lose the clash – Piketh turned in a bravura 
performance to take the crown.

And the president of WPCC and a director of 
Personal Trust Mark Gibbs, was also most 
pleased at the Protea's decision.

“Anneke has been a member of WPCC bowls 
club for about two years now. I realise it was a 
tough decision for her to make herself 
available for WP and no longer for Boland. She 
is extremely grateful for the opportuni�es 
Boland has afforded over many years. 

Alan Simmonds

“I wish her every success possible in her bowls 
careers at both WPCC and WP Bowls.”

Watch this space – Anneke Snyman is heading 
for the highest regions of the stars.

“Values such as loyalty and respect are very 
important to her, which made her decision 
even more difficult. WPCC and WP Bowls are of 
course delighted to have her in our playing 
midst. 

“What strikes one about Anneke is her passion 
for the sport, her professionalism and 
incredibly high work ethic. She prac�ses every 
day. She is modest and humble, but clearly 
there is an inner strength and determina�on 
that has resulted in her achieving so much in 
her bowls career in such a rela�vely short �me.

“She has been a great success at our club, not 
only as a player, but also as a role model and 
inspira�on to all our bowlers. Other talented 
youngsters have also moved across to our club, 
almost en�rely due to her presence at our club.

“I have got to know Anneke and her partner 
Morne Scheepers socially. Anneke is an 
intelligent, well-balanced young lady and 
someone for whom I have the greatest respect.



FROM THE PRESIDENT’S

D E S K ROB FORBES

For myself, it was officia�ng at the closing 
ceremony at the Open Inter Districts on a Friday, 
to cancelling tournaments a week later. 

And so I'm sure it has been a tumultuous 12 
months for all, with emo�onal and physical 
chal lenges  unl ike  anything  most  have 
experienced.

Reflec�ng on this �me last year, nothing could 
have prepared us for the year that lay ahead and 
the Covid-19 storm we would find ourselves in 
almost overnight.

In essence, as far as our sport is concerned, Level 
3 can be considered the 'entry level' of 
par�cipa�on for club ac�vity - one step back to 
Level 4 and it would have been a complete shut-
down. 

Likewise, the start to 2021 has proved equally 
challenging from an almost normal club 
environment where pubs are open and all 
formats of play acceptable one day, to back to 
Level 3 with all its regula�ons the next. 

Firstly, on behalf of your execu�ve, I wish all 
readers a healthy and happy 2021.

'Acceptance.  Yeah it sucks.  But we have a choice. 
Preven�ng Covid-19 is not rocket science. It 
mainly spreads through the air.  If you have Covid-
19 you spread it when you talk, sing, cough, speak 
or just breathe around people. 

So while I understand and appreciate the huge 
amount of frustra�on at having to revert to such 
onerous regula�ons, I appeal to everyone to 
understand and support your execu�ve's 
decisions as this as the country faces a rapidly-
growing challenge. 

Remember, we are implemen�ng government 
regula�ons NOT sugges�ons.

As I have, I'm sure many of you have been 
emo�onally impacted by the loss of a friend or 
rela�ve to this dreaded virus. 

'Covid-19 loves restaurants, bars and indoor 
gatherings'. 

She further tells of sad stories of people not being 
able to be a�ended to through a lack of hospital 
space and oxygen.

'You are more likely to catch Covid-19 indoors, 
especially in crowded places where people are 
not wearing masks. 

In an open le�er to Cape Town, American 
physician, working �relessly in the city Andrea 
Mendelsohn, said:

And so while for the moment we can at least go to 
our clubs and play the sport we so enjoy, let the 
ques�on of observing safety protocols be 
uppermost in our minds. 

HUGE 
CHALLENGE 
FACING US 
ALL

It was Mahatma Ghandi who said: 'The future 
depends on what you do today.'

I use the word postpone in the belief and 
expecta�on, that as with the move to Level 1 
last year, we might be similarly lucky later in 
the year.

As for the future; well if the short history of this 
pandemic is anything to go by, then I would say 
don't plan anything in the medium term - it 
might not materialise. 

Remember, wearing a mask not only provides 
some form of protec�on for yourself as the 
wearer, but also serves as protec�on to those 
with who you interact.

With uncertainty around the future we have 
elected to postpone the Masters, Inter 
Districts, Junior and Disability tournaments 
that were to be held in February, March and 
April. 

Let  us al l  endorse and par�cipate in 
accordance with government protocols put in 
place to minimise the spread of Covid-19, so 
that today you and those around you may be 
safe and thereby enjoy what the future brings.

Please take care of yourselves and your loved 
ones.

Rob Forbes 
President, Bowls South Africa
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Following consulta�on with 12 coun�es, it 
confirmed it may be challenging for clubs to provide 
relevant membership informa�on on September 30 
this year.  Therefore, at its mee�ng on July 29, the 
Bowls England Board agreed to revise its affilia�on 
date to May 1 annually, enabling clubs to prepare 
their return based on the number of members to 
have signed up and ensure all have a be�er 
understanding of the membership.

“Unfortunately we are not financially structured to 
assist clubs and my concern is on what basis 
assistance in any form is made,” says Bowls SA 
president Rob Forbes.

“I recall reading a couple of years ago Bowls Scotland 
were given the equivalent of R35million from their 
Department of Sport. 

Bowls England look forward to next season, and 
hopefully a return to some form of normality. They 
have been balancing the importance of receiving 
affilia�on revenues in order to func�on as a 
governing body with an understanding of the 
challenges facing clubs.

2. Affilia�on fees and list of all bowling members 
(name and gender only) to be returned by clubs 
to county associa�ons not later than May 1 
annually.

4. Details of key club officials (including contact 
details) to be returned to Bowls England by 
February 1 annually.

The Board also agreed to amend the Regula�ons for 
Na�onal Championships and Na�onal Compe��ons 
to provide players with greater flexibility and 
confidence when entering compe��ve events.

It is not so easy for South Africa's hard-working and 
dedicated unpaid execu�ve.

“What we have done - announced some �me back - 
is to not pass any increase in affilia�on fees for next 
year.  I think players need to understand the 
magnitude of support given by central governments 
to support bowls in other countries compared to the 
assistance we are given.

The Bowls England key decisions were:

Membership

“Give me that sort of funding and then see what we 
can do to promote our sport. “

1. No affilia�on fees collected on October 1, 2020.

3. County Associa�ons to return affilia�on fees and 
list of all bowling members to Bowls England not 
later than May 31 annually.

Na�onal Championships
1. The date for return by County Associa�ons to 

Bowls England of entrant numbers and fees be 
March 1 annually (county associa�ons may 
choose to retain the current February 1 deadline 
subject to their own internal requirements and 
arrangements).

2. County associa�ons to accept entries from any 

individual that will be a member of a club 
affiliated to Bowls England on May 1 annually.

Na�onal Compe��ons
1. The closing date for na�onal compe��ons be 

amended to March 1 annually – with no 
deadline extension.

3. County associa�ons to deal with 'rollover' for 
2021 season according to local agreement.

2. Bowls England to accept entries from any 
individual that will be a member of a club 
affiliated to Bowls England on May 1 annually.

As a condi�on of entry in na�onal championships 
and na�onal compe��ons, all entrants must give 
contact informa�on in accordance with current 
'Test and Trace' requirements, with the choice to 
'opt in' for Bowls England communica�ons.

All entrants must be informed, at point of entry, that 
should the na�onal championships and/or na�onal 
compe��ons not take place in 2021 due to Covid-
19, a full refund will be offered.

Bowls England are working through further detail 
made available in late August, however they 
an�cipate this early no�fica�on of the key decisions 
will enable clubs and county associa�ons to plan 
accordingly for the 2021 season.

Bowls England is urging clubs to get their 
applica�ons in before it is too late for addi�onal 
funding available from Sport England and the 
government for sports clubs who have been 
affected by the coronavirus pandemic.

The Club Loans Scheme, which now incorporates 
the former Greens Loans Scheme, is just one of the 
many ways that Bowls England helps member clubs.

A total of £600,000 (R14-million) is allocated to 
support clubs affiliated to Bowls England who wish 
to improve facili�es.

A club loan may be used for any reasonable purpose 
including: Purchase of lawn mowers, scarifiers, turf 
irons or sprinkler systems, repair of ditches and 
banks, clubhouse development, fencing, car 
parking, changing rooms

All clubs applying for a club loan must have been 
affiliated to Bowls England for a minimum of three 
years prior to applica�on.

Sport England has opened a “£16.5 million Return 
to Play Fund, in addi�on to regular funding 
streams, which have been affected by the ongoing 
coronavirus crisis”.

There are three parts to this new fund – Small 
Grants and the Community Asset Fund, which have 
been adapted from pre-coronavirus funds, and 
Ac�ve Together crowdfunding, which has been 
extended – with all three now focusing on a safe 
return to play and narrowing the inequali�es gap in 
sport and physical ac�vity.

In Scotland, sport financial club packages are in 
opera�on, while Bowls Australia has established 
the Australian Bowls Founda�on to provide 
funding to affiliated clubs for programmes that 
contribute towards the ongoing development and 
promo�on of bowls, including prac�ces that lead 
to ac�ve par�cipa�on and involvement of new 
par�cipants.

Businesses that are required to close during 
na�onal lockdown periods, including sports 
facili�es, are also eligible for grants from the 
government of up to £3 000 (about R70 000) a 
month. The Local Restric�ons Support Grant 
supports businesses that have been required to 
close because of temporary local restric�ons. 

Ac�ve Together is a crowdfunding ini�a�ve that 
can match-fund, up to £10 000 (R230 000) 
successful crowdfunder campaigns from a total pot 
of £1.5m. With expert advice and guidance to 
support you, this will help local clubs and 
organisa�ons to run their own crowdfunding 
campaigns, such as 

The Sport England website guides players to the 
appropriate fund and explain exactly what must be 
done.

Informa�on from various web sites, edited by 
Alan Simmonds

The new funding opportuni�es start from £300 (R6 
600) to cover the costs incurred by having to 
deliver ac�vity in smaller groups than normal, or 
having the correct hygiene and safety equipment, 
up to £50 000 (R1.5million) to cover the costs 
incurred by conver�ng exis�ng space to meet 
social distancing guidelines, or improving a 
facility's ven�la�on.

BOWLS ENGLAND LOOKS AHEAD;BOWLS ENGLAND LOOKS AHEAD;
TOUGHER TASK FOR SOUTH AFRICATOUGHER TASK FOR SOUTH AFRICA
BOWLS ENGLAND LOOKS AHEAD;
TOUGHER TASK FOR SOUTH AFRICA

NO MASK - 
NO PLAY!

COVID-19 HOTLINE

0800 029 999
www.sacoronavirus.co.za

DO NOT PLAY IF
SELF ISOLATING OR
SHOW SYMPTOMS!



An amazing interna�onal career has come to an end with a New Zealand 
legend in Jo Edwards “hanging up” her interna�onal black ou�it.

Bowls New Zealand, in a tribute to the legend says on its website:

Edwards was si�ng in Auckland traffic when she made the biggest decision 
of her 20-year interna�onal career.  She was heading across town to prepare 
for another night of commentary on a Bowls3Five event, when the penny 
dropped.

“I was si�ng at the traffic lights and I thought ‘I’m done’,” says Edwards. “I 
almost said it out loud.  That was the moment when I knew, yup, it’s �me.”  
Edwards had been pondering re�rement for the last six months (“not that 
seriously though”) but those thoughts began to solidify in early November. 

“People have always told me ‘you know when you know’ and that is 
definitely true,” says Edwards.  “It’s always going to be hard and there is a 
definite sadness, but I also feel happy.  It’s been 23 years – nearly half my life 
and this is perfect �ming.”

“The [2020] World Championships event was always an aim,” says Edwards. 
“But it didn’t go ahead this year and who knows about 2021.  But I also 
wanted to give Bowls New Zealand �me to put together new teams and I 
knew if I wasn’t fully commi�ed then it wasn’t going to work.”

But it’s also a �me to celebrate a remarkable career, encompassing a record 
646 caps for the Blackjacks and a staggering array of medals and trophies, 
inc lud ing five Wor ld Championship medals ( two go ld) ,  three 
Commonwealth Games triumphs and an unprecedented six World Cup 
singles crowns.

Edwards struggles to pinpoint favourite memories – “that’s tough, a�er 20 
years in the full New Zealand team” – but is par�cularly proud of winning 
world �tles on all surfaces (northern hemisphere, southern hemisphere and 
indoor), which requires remarkable versa�lity.

She also looks back fondly on the 2008 World Championship pairs �tle in 
Christchurch alongside Val Smith. “We are best mates; we have known each 
other since school so that was pre�y special.”

Her toughest tournament was the last world championships in 2016.

A series of “tough” conversa�ons with her husband Dave made her realise it 
was �me to draw the curtain.

The news will be received with sadness across the bowls community and 
wider New Zealand sport.  Edwards is regarded as the greatest bowler the 
na�on has produced and has been a giant of the sport.

“My mother had passed away a few weeks earlier so it was really hard,” says 
Edwards, who s�ll picked up silver in the pairs and a singles bronze.  Edwards 
made her na�onal debut at the Asia Pacific Championships in 2001, with her 
first match stretching across 18 hours.

“I'll never forget it – it just kept raining,” says Edwards. “We had to go back 
and finish the game the next day.  I was nervous anyway; it’s your first 
interna�onal tournament and you think this could be your one and only 
chance.”

The 50-year-old admits the unexpected Covid-19 chaos – which took her 
away from the greens for nearly eight months – helped to crystallise her 
thinking.

KIWI JO EDWARDS CALLS IT 
A DAY AFTER GREAT 
INTERNATIONAL CAREER

At the following year’s Commonwealth Games in Manchester, Edwards was 
named to skip Sharon Sims in the pairs.

“A lot of people thought the selectors had got it round the wrong way,” says 
Edwards. “I’ll always remember walking past the media area and hearing a 
commentator discussing it.  He said it was such a bad decision, pu�ng a 
fresh player in; but it worked out okay.”

Edwards and Sims claimed a memorable gold before another triumph at the 
2004 World Championships in Leamington Spa, England. 

“It came down to the last end,” says Edwards. “Every bowl changed who was 
going to win and I took it on the last bowl.”

“I imagine I will keep playing,” says Edwards. “But I am not going to be 
training three or four �me a week so expecta�ons will change.  And my 
husband always said we could get a dog when I stopped playing… so I might 
get a puppy!”

“Those two campaigns were so special,” says Sims. “From the build up to the 
end, we shared the ups and downs of all of it.”

Edwards is famously modest, and you won't find her medals and trophies on 
display in her lounge room.

Of all of their encounters, the 2010 World Cup singles final in Warilla stands 
out.

Edwards will be forever grateful to all those who have been part of her life 
changing journey.

“She made her Academy debut at the same �me (1997), so our paths have 
been crossing for 23 years,” says Edwards. “I don't think there is anyone I 
have faced more o�en and we have developed a friendship in that �me”

“I’ve been so lucky,” says Edwards. “The success you have, the people you 
meet, the places that you get to see.  But there have been so many involved 
in my career.  All my teammates, all those people at different bowling clubs, 
my friends, my husband.  Bowls New Zealand have been amazing, my 
coaches and my sports psychologist.  I’m so grateful to everyone.”

Edwards nominates Australia’s Karen Murphy as her toughest opponent.

“No – definitely not,” says Edwards. “Our home is our home…it is not a 
shrine. “That’s not my style.”

Bowls New Zealand (edited by Alan Simmonds)

Jo, le� and Val a�er their World Championship Triumph in 2008



While s�ll living in Ga�on, about 100km west of 
Brisbane, Wilkie was selected for Queensland in 
2001.

There is a story behind that too.  It had not been all 
plain sailing at Helensvale and when he was 
approached with a view of joining Kurt Brown, the 
club's bowls coordinator, Wilkie decided to head 
north.

Life was somewhat of a blur for a �me.  He split with 
his wife - 'she was reluctant to leave Ga�on and 
move to the Gold Coast' - and in July 2002 he le� 
South Tweed to take a newly-created role as bowls 
development manager at Club Helensvale.  He 
remained with the Gold Coast club un�l he cut �es 
to join Kawana on the Sunshine Coast.

Soon a�er he and his family moved to the Gold 
Coast.  He quickly linked with South Tweed and 
Kelvin Kerkow, becoming part of the team that won 
Queensland Premier League.

Mum and dad had terms as president at the Ballarat 
East BC, but when Bre� showed an inkling, and 
quickly some ability, they steered him 11 minutes 
across town to Webbcona which was closer to 
home and school - a club founded in 1970.

But by his mid-20s Wilkie had given the indoor mat 
a miss and started playing outdoor bowls more 
seriously.

On and off the green, triple world champion Wilkie, 
these days chief execu�ve at Bowls Queensland, 
has done and seen it all.

Year a�er year, decade a�er decade, Australia 
produces men and women bowlers of world 
standard.  Bre� Wilkie fi�ed snugly into the world 
class bracket.

Mixing his �me on the green with the mat, 
Wilkie quickly showing out as a dab hand 
at indoor bias bowls. Good enough to play 
representa�vely and, as fate would have 
it, meet a girl at a na�onals playing for 
Queensland, who would become his first 
wife.

Born in Ballarat, Victoria, Wilkie, like so many 
aspiring bowlers followed his parents, Janice and 
David, into the sport.

'Karen came down from her family's farm in Ga�on 
Queensland and lived with us in Ballarat.  But her 
father was bi�en by two snakes and died.  She 
moved back to Ga�on to her mother and I followed 
and we married young and had a daughter and a 
son.

One of Australia's 'nice guys', he is known to his 
mates as 'Wizard' or simply 'Wizz.'

He relates: 'I was never a chance of being 
selected,' but the seeds had been sown.

'We both played indoor for Queensland and 
Australia against New Zealand over there and in 
Australia.  At the �me I was s�ll playing AFL and 
cricket and only occasionally played outdoors.'

As with many clubs at the �me, older members at 
BEBC were none-too-happy with whipper-
snappers (South African vets please note: 
ed) threatening to encroach on 'their' 
domain and offered li�le encouragement.  
Their loss was Webbcona's gain and he 
played there un�l he was 18 a�er having a 
trial for the Victorian open team.

DEDICATED 
WILKIE WELDED 
TO HIS SPORT

'For nearly five years I worked from home in that 
role with the emphasis on young players seen as 
poten�al future Australian representa�ves,' says 
Wilkie.

That brought obvious ela�on but despair as well.

Wilkie won the 2009 Australian Open singles but 
again missed selec�on with the big boys when the 
Trans-Tasman team was named.  Luck though 
soon came his way when 1998 Commonwealth 
Games pairs gold medallist Mark Jacobsen 
withdrew.

Alongside Broadbeach, Tweed Heads and South 
Tweed, Club Helensvale have been one of the 
strongest Gold Coast clubs.

 'I knew I had to develop my skills around the 
business side of it.  When I was approached and 
encouraged to apply I looked at it.  On seeing the 
job descrip�on I probably �cked more boxes than I 
thought.'

In 2011, Wilkie moved on joining Bowls Australia 
as a na�onal training centre coach based in 
Queensland working under na�onal coach Steve 
Glasson.

It is a decision he has never regre�ed. 'I had a 
helpful and ac�ve president which helped me ease 
into the role' Wilkie added.  He and Fiona have 
three children.

Not long a�er joining Helensvale, Wilkie en�ced 
Nathan Rice to the club and encouraged Lynsey 
Clarke (nee Armitage) to return.  Rice joined the 
greenkeeping staff - a role he con�nues to this day.  
Mark Casey played 'on and off' at the club and 
recently Aron Sherriff has further bolstered their 
stock.

The club soon became one of the strongest in the 
state, were invited into the Premier League and 
won that.  It was a second such triumph for Wilkie - 
the first of a now record nine for Helensvale.

With the support of Bowls Australia and now wife 
Fiona and family he went for it.

Presented with cap #130 by the legendry Rob 
Parrella - who too made his interna�onal debut in 
t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d  c a p i t a l  ( a t  t h e  1 9 8 2 
Commonwealth Games) - Wilkie stepped out for 
the first of what was to become 253 appearances 
for the Jackaroos.

He made it clear to the Bowls Queensland board 
he wanted to con�nue playing at the top level; he 
was soon pitched into the Queensland side in 2001 
a�er winning the champion of champion singles 
and in 2006 invited into the Bowls Australia 
development squad.

But life is all about challenges and in 2016 Wilkie 
was on the move again. The chief execu�ve role at 
Bowls Queensland had become vacant.

A�er the 2008 World Bowls some players re�red 
and I made the squad.

The golden dream was s�ll alive when Wilkie 
joined Sherriff, Lester and Rice in the fours.

There was sweet revenge for Wilkie when, along 
with Casey, Wayne Ruediger and Sherriff he beat 
South Africa to win fours gold at World Bowls 
2012 in Adelaide.  With Casey and Ruediger he 
also won triples silver losing the final to the Scots.  
The Australians beat Scotland (by eight points) to 
claim the Leonard Trophy.

He was duly rewarded with selec�on, joining 
Wilson in the pairs. They cruised through four 
sec�on games to book their place in the quarter 
finals where, by the same strange quirk of the 
draw as four years earlier, they again faced Malta 
who they had earlier beaten 22-11. No repeat this 
�me when it counted as the Maltese prevailed 
15-13 and went on to lose the bronze match to 
the Cook Islands.

In 2014 the Commonwealth Games 
followed the World Bowls lead for the 
first �me in hos�ng five-man teams thus 
giving the chance to medal twice.  Wilkie 
and Sherriff lost to Namibia 19-12 in the 
quarter finals a�er having beaten the 
southern African na�on 25-10 in pool 
play.  In the fours, alongside Ruediger, 
Rice and Ma� Flapper, Wilkie lost the 
semi-final 15-10 to the hosts in front of a 
fervent Sco�sh crowd.  They then 
salvaged bronze bea�ng India 15-14 a�er 
trailing by a shot playing the last end.

Wilkie's dossier was almost complete but s�ll the 
lack of Commonwealth Games gold rankled. A 
Games on his doorstep beckoned.

They lost 19-15 to India in sec�on A but bounced 
back to see off Northern Ireland and Wales in the 
quarters and semis to book a place in the 
showpiece final against Alex Marshall and his 
canny Scots who had survived a quarter final 
scare - bea�ng Malaysia by a shot - but took 
confidence into the final a�er an eight-shot win 
over England in the semis.

It was ironic that game featured the two players 

Heartened by his success but with li�le respite, 
Wilkie joined the Australian team in New Delhi for 
the Mul� Na�ons Test Event - a shakedown for the 
upcoming Commonwealth Games.  It was an eye-
opener on and off the green.

Pitched on to an ar�ficial green the Australians, 
and other teams, struggled. 

From that �me Wilkie was a regular and with 
Casey and Turley he was back in India for the 2010 
Games winning silver in the triples - beaten in a 
�ebreaker by South Africa.

Hopes of a repeat fours gold were well and truly 
dashed when he Wilson, Barrie Lester and Casey 
were thumped 23-4 by the hosts in the final. That 
win along with Shannon McIlroy's singles 
triumph won the Leonard Trophy for New 
Zealand by a point from Australia.

The experience of playing in two finals of 
the pres�gious Burnside Pairs obviously 
played a hand when Wilkie returned to 

Christchurch for World Bowls 2016. He and Aaron 
Wilson claimed pairs gold bea�ng Ireland's Gary 
Kelly and Ian McClure 18-7 in the final.

He played in the middle of the triple and four and 
later in the year represented Australia at the 
world champion of champion singles in Ayr, 
Scotland, where he followed Leif Selby in 
becoming the second Australian to win the 
coveted crown, bea�ng hometown hope Wayne 
Hogg in the final. 



WESTERN PROVINCE Lyne�e Botha 021 531 5872  wpbowls@mweb.co.za

DISTRICT PRESIDENT TEL CELL EMAIL   

GAUTENG NORTH Leanne Staples  082 759 8746 secbgn@gmail.com

BORDER  Lorna Nel 043 735 2554 082 377 3467 borderbowls@mweb.co.za

KINGFISHER David Nicholas  073 998 9600 secretary@kingfisherba.co.za

KWAZULU NATAL Magriet Coetzee  082 829-6287 magrietctz@gmail.com

NORTHERN CAPE Beryl Benn 053 842 0664 083 250 9156 beryl@kimberley.co.za

EDEN  Ben du Preez 044 279 1018 072 108 7684 secretary@bowlssc.co.za

SOUTHERN FREE STATE Carol Grobbelaar  083 457 9563 sfsbowls@gmail.com

BOLAND  Ena Linde 028 316 4787 072 234 7845 dielindes@telkomsa.net 

SEDIBENG Sha Redfern  082 335 5318 sharedfern53@gmail.com

NORTHERN FREE STATE Nita Wessels  078 524 5318 pos@nita.co.za

NATAL INLAND Beryl Gandy 033 345 7744 083 708 9017 niba@telkomsa.net

PORT NATAL Maureen Florens 031 201 1189 082 462 7837 portnatalbowls@telkomsa.net

EKURHULENI  Petro Gibbons 011 452 0169 083 411 1502  secretary@ekurhulenibowls.co.za

MPUMALANGA Anne�e van Ryneveld 017 638 1048 082 461 8761  anne�e@mul�linkfs.co.za

LIMPOPO Damien Stefans  076 424 2581 hanlieduncan@gmail.com 

SABLES Sandra Viljoen 011 679 1716 083 451 9312 sables1@telkomsa.net

NORTH WEST Koos Degenaar  079 519 8283 koos.degenaar@nwu.ac.za

EASTERN PROVINCE Heather Hundleby 041 365 6823 084 526 1616 epbowls@telkomsa.net

JOHANNESBURG Ann Davies 011 880 8000 071 688 3703 comps@jbabowls.co.za

DISTRICT SECRETARIES’

C O N TAC T S

EDEN  Tom Strydom 044 696 6080 083 280 0442 tomstryd@absamail.co.za

BOLAND  Stoffel Lambrechts  023 312 1377 074 347 2050 stoffel@lando.co.za   

BORDER  Heinli Phayre  083 651 6879 heinliphayre@absamail.co.za

DISTRICT PRESIDENT TEL CELL EMAIL   

GAUTENG NORTH Nico Boezaart  082 651 2869 pres.bgn@gmail.com

EKURHULENI  Craig Hall 011 893 3253 084 688 6705  craigh@lasher.co.za

EASTERN PROVINCE Desire Edwards  079 640 6657  dlangley0@gmail.com

JOHANNESBURG Debra Ferguson  083 458 4691 debra.ferguson@excelleratejhi.com

KINGFISHER Ron Weddell  083 468 4836 weddellron1@gmail.com

LIMPOPO Christo vd Merwe  082 385 1304 injas@telkomsa.net 

MPUMALANGA Jaco van Straaten   083 741 5178  v.straaten@loskop.co.za

NATAL INLAND Lester Coleman 033 394 9640 083 460 0548 lestercoleman18@gmail.com

NORTH WEST Jan Koekemoer 018 294 5530 082 412 1372 janca@telkomsa.net

NORTHERN FREE STATE Jan Coetzee  082 555 3885 Jan.Coetzee@Harmony.co.za

KWAZULU NATAL Gavin Robinson  083 627 5769 gavin.robinson@pannar.co.za

NORTHERN CAPE Ivan Botha  072 242 8900 ivanbotha@gmail.com

SABLES Mark Petzer  071 750 1132 markpetzer01@gmail.com

SOUTHERN FREE STATE Roger Griffin  083 234 6287 rogericecoolz@gmail.com

WESTERN PROVINCE Graeme Kemp 021 559 4917 078 792 8438 gmkemp@cybersmart.co.za

SEDIBENG Tommie Louw  082 899 5095 tomie@telkomsa.net

PORT NATAL Dave Larkin 031 205 1086 084 837 5893 larkindave@mweb.co.za

DISTRICT PRESIDENT’S

C O N TAC T S

The dream for Wilkie was dashed. And so, not long 
a�er, was his interna�onal career.

Wilkie tagged as the best he played against 
(Marshall) and with (Sherriff). But, like Sherriff, he 
later saw it more of a case of winning a silver medal 
rather than losing gold.

But there were more accolades to come. He won 
the Bowls Australia Interna�onal Bowler of the 
Year for 2018. In 2019 he was awarded the Daphne 
Pirie Spirit of Sport medal and later was inducted 
into the Bowls Australia Hall of Fame - recogni�on 
for his outstanding success and contribu�on 
na�onally and interna�onally.

Wilkie has a permanent staff of four and a casual. 

'The �me [to re�re] was right. I was the oldest in 
the squad for the last five years. I decided my wife, 
who had been my greatest supporter and 
sounding board and my family - Bri�any (23), Koby 
(22), Summer (13), Indie (9) and Telia (7) - 
deserved more of my �me.'

So too his job.

He oversees a far-flung state including Australia's 
most northernmost bowls club on Thursday 
Island.; Bowls Queensland has more than 28 000 
members spread over 300 clubs in 20 districts.

He works with the board and various commi�ees; 
Bowls Queensland distributes 9 250 copies of 
their monthly magazine with Wilkie, a closet 
journalist and regular correspondent for the Gold 
Coast Bulle�n, a willing contributor.

He loves his role. Why else would he commit to a 
daily 5.45am commute from the Gold Coast to 
Brisbane and the taxing one hour-plus journey 
home? Simply, he says, it is all part of what he 
must do in ensuring he has the best of both 
worlds. No one would deny him that.

Story: Terry Maddaford; edited: Alan Simmonds



BOWLS SOUTH AFRICA

R O U N D U P

In Namibia TNBC (an an�-breast cancer 
founda�on) hosted the Mixed Senior Pairs 
tournament, won by Horst Zimny and Rene�e 
de Kock (see above). Second were Willie 
Esterhuizen and Caryl Andreas and, in third 
place, Johan Jacobs and Kobie Heesakkers.

STAY
ALERT

CONTROL
THE�VIRUS

SAVE
LIVES

!
NAMIBIA 
STAGES 
MIXED EVENT

OBITUARY

CHRISTO OLIVIER 

It is with regret and great sadness that Bowls 
South Africa report the death of Christo Olivier, 
resul�ng from Covid-19.  He served as a former 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  We s t e r n  C a p e  B o w l s 
Associa�on and we record our grateful thanks 
for his contribu�on to our sport and extend our 
condolences to his family and many friends.
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