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NATIONAL EVENTS -2021 
 
The Executive of Bowls South Africa met on Friday to discuss the staging of National events during 2021. 
Taking into account the level of uncertainty around the containment of COVID-19, the way in which the level of 
current restrictions can be altered at short notice, the need to be observant of matters such as the number of 
people allowed in grounds and clubhouses in any one venue and after taking cognisance of submissions from all 
the Districts the Executive have agreed on the following: 
 
The Masters Tournament 
 
 This event will be held during August but at multiple venues to allow for compliance to current restrictions. 
 
The Mixed Pairs tournament  
 
This event will be held as originally scheduled in Port Natal. The number of participants will allow for this 
tournament to be held under current restrictions. 
 
The Men’s and Ladies Nationals 
 
The closing date for this event has been extended to Friday 5th March 2021 at which time the Executive will 
assess the level of entries and the proportion of local participants before finalising a decision on this event. Both 
of the hosting Districts have indicated that venues being used to host this event can be effectively managed 
under the current protocols. 
 
Inter-Districts, Junior Nationals, Disability Nationals and the Under 30 tournament 
 
These events have been cancelled for the 2021 year. It was agreed, and subject to Council approval that, those 
Districts scheduled to host these events in 2021 will be afforded the opportunity to host these events in 2022. 
 
Bowls South Africa recognises that these decisions will lead to disappointment with those who have been 
selected to participate in these events. However, as much as we have an obligation to provide a platform for 
competitive bowls equally as important is our obligation to ensure that competitor’s health is not put at risk. To 
demonstrate the volatility of the current situation those of you who follow the Australian Tennis Open will have 
seen that on Friday a few spectators were allowed at the venue and the next day spectators were barred from 
attending and in fact the City of Melbourne will enter a five-day snap coronavirus lockdown. As was the case in 
Melbourne where hotel employees were tested positive, so there is a real risk associated travel, accommodation 
and socialising which unwittingly can lead to exposure which in turn can lead to multiple incidents. It also needs 
to be recognised that people participating in these events do so at venues distant from their home towns and the 
management of any contraction of the virus would bring its own challenges. Finally, and once again speculating 
on an innocent contraction of the virus, this will undoubtedly lead to the closure of some event venues and lead to 
an early termination of the event which will cause financial losses. 
 
At this stage the dates for the events for the 2022 year will be those as agreed by Council but as with the 
situation we now face, this needs to be viewed according to the progress the Country has made to combat 
COVID-19. 
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