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Men’s and Ladies Na�onals: The closing date for 

this event was extended to March 5.  The 

execu�ve will assess the level of entries and the 

propor�on of local par�cipants before finalising a 

decision. Both hos�ng districts have indicated 

that venues being used to host this event can be 

effec�vely managed under the current protocols.

“As was the case in Melbourne where hotel 

employees tested posi�ve, so there is a real risk 

assoc iated travel ,  accommoda�on and 

socialising which unwi�ngly can lead to 

exposure which in turn can lead to mul�ple 

incidents. 

* Vice-president: Heather Boucher, Exec: 
Andy Strong, Jenny Sinclair, David Hamer 
and Johan Barkhuizen.  Admin: Ops 
manager, John Ravenscro�; Mike Cann 
(finance manager) and Jacqui Atkinson 
(comms).

Inter Districts, Junior Na�onals, Disability 

Na�onals, U-30 tournament: These have been 

cancelled for 2021. It was agreed, subject to 

council approval, those scheduled to host will be 

afforded the chance in 2022.

“It also needs to be recognised that people 

par�cipa�ng in these events do so at venues 

distant from homes and the management of any 

contrac�on of the virus would bring its own 

challenges. 

Dates for the events for the 2022 year will be 

those as agreed by council but may have to be re-

visited according to the progress the South Africa 

makes to combat COVID-19. 

“Bowls South Africa recognises such decisions 

will disappointment some selected.  As much as 

we have an obliga�on to provide a pla�orm for 

compe��ve bowls equally as important is our 

obliga�on to ensure compe�tors’ health is not 

put at risk, says Forbes.

“To demonstrate the vola�lity of the current 

situa�on, those of you who follow the Australian 

Tennis Open will have seen that a few spectators 

were allowed at the venue, but the next day all 

were barred and the host city of Melbourne put 

into a five-day snap coronavirus lockdown. 

“Finally, and once again specula�ng on an 

innocent contrac�on of the virus, this will 

undoubtedly lead to the closure of some event 

venues and lead to an early termina�on of the 

event which will cause financial losses,” Forbes 

underlined.

Bowls South Africa, led by president Rob Forbes, 
h i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  e x e c u � v e  a n d  o ffi c e 
administra�ve staff, have evaluated, judged and 
acted upon serious South African Government 
protocols.  In doing so they ensured our 26 000 
bowlers, the clubs, staff and districts were given a 
chance to survive.

Now 2021 offers  further  anxie�es.  The 
cancella�on of all the big events, training courses 
and interrup�on of day-to-day normal bowls’ 
thoroughfare is far from over.

Alan Simmonds - Media Officer

Forbes and his execu�ve met to discuss the 
staging of na�onal events during 2021.

They succeeded.

For more than a year, the South African bowls 
community has, with expert care, been cosse�ed 
and caressed though trials and tribula�ons 
imposed by the dark labyrinth of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. 
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It must be remembered, there is great uncertainty 

around the containment of COVID-19, the way in 

which the level of restric�ons can be altered at 

short no�ce, the need to be observant of ma�ers 

such as numbers allowed in grounds and 

clubhouses in any one venue.

A�er taking cognisance of submissions from all 20 

districts, the execu�ve has agreed:

SA Masters: To be held during August, but at 

mul�ple venues to allow for compliance to 

current restric�ons.

Mixed Pairs: To be held as originally scheduled in 

Port Natal.  The number of par�cipants will allow 

for this tournament to be held under current 

restric�ons.

Any queries may be resolved by visi�ng 
www.bowlssa.co.za or contac�ng your District 
or Bowls SA. 

Ÿ The wearing of masks in public places is s�ll 
mandatory, and failure to wear a mask 
when required remains a criminal offence.

The February 28 alert level (1) is in effect 
throughout South Africa: among regula�ons 
gaze�ed, the following apply to bowls clubs:

Ÿ Gatherings will be permi�ed, subject to 
limita�ons on size, adherence to social 
distancing and other health protocols.

Ÿ These include religious, social, poli�cal and 
cultural gatherings.

Ÿ The maximum number of people allowed 
at any gathering is 100 people indoors or 
250 people outdoors.

Ÿ The hours of the curfew are now midnight 
to 4am.

Ÿ Where  the  venue  i s  too  smal l  to 
accommodate these numbers with 
appropriate social distancing, then no 
more than 50% of the capacity of the venue 
may be used.

Ÿ The sale of alcohol will be permi�ed, 
according to normal licence provisions. 
However, no alcohol may be sold during 
the hours of curfew.

ALERT
LEVEL 

1
DUE TO DECLINING INFECTIONS

SOUTH AFRICA
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SA PROTEAS 
LED THE 
WAY IN 
GLASGOW

And the loca�on of the greens, just below the 
University, and in the shadow of the Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery and Museum made it one the most 
picturesque venues ever. As Kelvin Kerkow, who was 
part of Steve Glasson's Australian coaching team, 
said: 'Kelvingrove Park was an amazing venue - there 
could not have been a be�er background anywhere 
in the world!'

South Africa finished on top of the 2014 Glasgow 
Commonwealth Games medal table, with five golds 
and two bronze medals across 10 events.  All five 
women Proteas went home with two medals, Tracy-
Lee Botha and Colleen Piketh winning the pairs, Esmé 
Steyn, Santjie Steyn, Tracy-Lee Botha and Susan Nel 
(there's a story about Susan elsewhere in this edi�on) 
the fours, while Piketh bagged bronze in the singles, 
as did the two Steyns and Nel in the triples.  In the 
men’s, 2002 singles champion Bobby Donnelly 
skipped Prince Neluonde and Pierre Breitenbach to 
the men’s triples �tle.  South Africa also dominated 
the para events, Gwen Nel (directed by Geoff 
Newcombe) and Herman Scholtz (directed by 
Annatjie van Rooyen) winning the visually impaired 
pairs and Deon van der Vyver, Roger Hagerty and 
Derrick Lobban, taking the para (mixed disability) 
triples �tle… veteran Bri�sh bowls correspondent 
DAVID RHYS JONES looks back …

Hello You Inside Bowlers! - Having missed out on New 
Delhi in 2010, the Games in Glasgow were my 
seventh, and they proved to be as even�ul as the first 
six, full of pomp and ceremony, laden with as loads of 
skill,  and with plenty of drama to keep us 
entertained.

Entrance to all public ameni�es in Scotland - like Art 
Galleries and Museums - is free, and the building, 
built in Spanish Baroque style out of red sandstone 
quarried in the south of Scotland, contains some 
world-famous gems. I just wonder how many 
compe�tors in the 20th Games popped in and 
marveled at the exhibits. The art collec�on includes 
many outstanding European artworks, including 
works by the Old Masters and French Impressionists 
like Monet, Renoir, Pissarro and van Gogh.  Perhaps 
the piece de resistance is the pain�ng ‘Christ of Saint 
John of the Cross’ by Salvador Dali. 

The River Kelvin flows through Kelvingrove Park 
before it joins the famous Clyde, while, just across 
the road, is the Kelvin Hall, an entertainments venue 

Rumours that Jamaica might join the party proved to 
be  groundless ,  but  there  were  welcome 
Commonwealth Games debuts for Pakistan and the 

Bowls, which has its roots in the ball-rolling games of 
Mediaeval �mes, may not have been actually born 
in Scotland, but it is certainly where it was refined 
and developed in the 19th Century. Indeed, it was a 
Glasgow solicitor W W Mitchell, who drew up a code 
of Laws to clean up the game in 1849 - some 43 years 
before the Sco�sh Bowling Associa�on was formed 
in 1892. Mitchell's Laws are not very different from 
the Laws of the Game that are employed by the 
World Bowls authori�es today.

So, in a sense, bowls was 'coming home'. Previous 
Games had seen bowls rolled at Edinburgh's 
Sighthill club in 1970, and at Balgreen, also in 
Edinburgh, in 1986. The women's world outdoor 
championships were staged at Ayr Northfield in 
1992, and the men's at the same venue in 2004. 
And, of course, the world indoor championships 
were pioneered in Coatbridge, which is between 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, in 1979. But this was the 
first �me such a pres�gious bowls event had been 
staged in Glasgow.

The five greens used for the Games were also within 
walking distance of the Sco�sh Exhibi�on Centre 
(SEC). That's where you'll find a Clyde-side building 
with an auditorium that can hold 3,000 people. 
Bearing a passing resemblance to the Sydney Opera 
House, it is a well-known and loved Glasgow 
landmark known affec�onately as the Armadillo. 
This, incidentally, was where the weightli�ing 
compe��ons were held at the 2014 Games.

that hosted the 1951 Fes�val of Britain as well as 
motor shows, modern homes exhibi�ons, world 
championship boxing, rock and classical concerts 
including Jerry Lee Lewis, Ella Fitzgerald, Elton John, 
The Kinks and the Royal Sco�sh Na�onal Orchestra. 
In 1955, Billy Graham preached to over 180,000 
people over a six-week period and many people 
fondly remember the Kelvin Hall circus.

It's interes�ng to note how Mohammed Ayub 
Qureshi (aka Chico) and Ali Shan Muzahir came to 
be represen�ng Pakistan. Born, respec�vely in 
Lahore and Multan, Chico and Ali have lived in 
Glasgow for most of their lives and are the owners 
of the Ali Shan Tandoori Restaurant on the south 
side of the City. When their bank manager 
persuaded them to sponsor a bowls tournament at 
the Clarkston club, they became fascinated with 
the game, and took it up seriously. Ali even 
progressed to the Sco�sh finals at Ayr Northfield, 
where he reached the last 16 of the na�onal 
singles.

Falkland Islands. OK, the Pakistanis were a couple 
of home birds, who ran a restaurant in Glasgow, 
while the guys from the Falkland Islands actually 
live and play bowls in New Zealand. But it was good 
to see them on the green, adding colour to 
proceedings, along with teams from India and 
Zambia, though, predictably, they found it hard-
going.

Chico, who has since been appointed Pakistan's 
na�onal coach, and has played bowls in Brunei, 
Malaysia, China and Australia, has a very special 
memory of one triples game in Kelvingrove. 'We 
were playing against the Australians, who were 
obviously expected to win,' he recalls with pride. 
'But we opened up an early lead and were s�ll 
ahead with a handful of ends le� to play. The media 
got to hear about it and turned up to witness what 
would have been the greatest shock of the 
championship, but we lost our way and the Aussies 
got home 19-12 in the end.'

McHugh opened up a 6-0 lead, which he extended 
to 13-6, and he was actually 20-16 in front when 
Burne� made a last desperate bid for victory. A 1-2-
1-1 sequence saw the Scot home, and, having 
survived that scare, he dispatched Aron Sherriff, 
21-15, in the semi finals, before defea�ng Canada's 
Ryan Bester, who resides in Australia, 21-9, in the 
final.

One of the biggest rivalries in sport is when 
Pakistan face India, and predictably, one of Shazad s 
toughest games came in the singles, when he faced 
India's Sunil Bahadur. Excrucia�ngly, they ran out of 
�me, and the Indian took the verdict, 20-18.

Burne�, a popular PC from Arbroath, opened his 
bid for gold with a 21-0 dismissal of plucky Cook 
Islander Munokokura Pita, but he did taste defeat 
once in his group, when Namibia's Willem 
Esterhuizen got the be�er of him, 21-19. That was 
the only defeat Burne� suffered on his way to the 
�tle, though he had to work hard to overcome 
Marty McHugh, from Northern Ireland, 21-20, in 
the quarter finals.

The host country is always expected to excel and 
Scotland did come second in the medals table - 
thanks to some sterling work from the usual 
suspects. Paul Foster and Alex Marshall regained 
the �tle they had won in Melbourne in 2006, and, 
with David Peacock and Neil Speirs at the front end, 
they added the fours �tle, while Darren Burne� 
struck gold in the singles.

In the pairs and fours, the Sco�sh men emerged 
unbeaten, and fully deserved their victories, 
though they survived a few close calls along the 
way - especially in the semi finals of the three-bowl 

Joined by Muhammad Shahzad, a PhD student at 
Glasgow University, they competed in the men's 
singles and triples, playing nine games altogether, 
and, although they lost them all, they were never 
outclassed. Shahzad, for example, took 15 shots off 
Canada's high profile Ryan Bester, who went on to 
reach the men's singles final.



South Africa’s Prince Neluonde, Bobby Donnelly 
and Pierre Breitenbach struck gold in the men’s 

triples at Kelvingrove

More South African Gold when Colleen Piketh 
and Tracy-Lee Botha defeated England in the 

Women’s Pairs Final

Sa’s golden quarte�e Susan Nel, Tracy-Lee Botha, Santjie Steyn and Esmé Haley (Steyn)

Knapper did his stuff on a short jack, finding the 
middle of the rink, and pu�ng one bowl six inches in 
front and another six inches behind. What followed 
next ranked as the highlight of the Games as far as I 
was concerned. Marshall, who missed his line with 
his first bowl, dug deep and produced the best two 
pressure bowls I have ever seen, drawing not one but 
two shots on a back-hand that had been called 
unplayable. I was si�ng next to Welsh legend Gareth 
Humphreys, who turned to me and said: 'The man's a 
magician.'

Earlier in the match, 'Ta�e', with all the back posi�on 
against him, had produced a sublime split to turn two 
down into four up, just to keep the Sco�sh duo in the 
game. He had also been the subject of some 
unseemly heckling from a spectator. I don't know the 
details, and am not even sure what na�onality the 
culprit was, but, a�er his match-winning magic, 
Marshall performed a dance of triumph before 
turning to the crowd, and making an empha�c 
gesture. The moment was recorded for posterity by 
the snappers and featured in all the na�onal papers 
the following morning. One the papers cap�oned the 
picture, 'Gerritupya!' Sadly, no transla�on was 
available.

pairs. On a tricky rink, England's Andy Knapper and 
Sam Tolchard matched them bowl for bowl, and 
looked like ge�ng over the line when they led, 15-14, 
with just one end le� to play.

By contrast, Scotland's women, who failed to win a 
medal, disappointed both themselves and the home 
crowd. Caroline Brown was pipped by Natalie 
Melmore in the quarter finals of the singles, the triple 
suffered a quarter final defeat at the hands of South 
Africa, and Margaret Letham's quarte�e were 
denied a bronze medal by Mandy Boyd's team of 
New Zealanders. On the plus side, Irene Edgar and 
Robert Conway were delighted to pick up a silver for 
the host country in the visually impaired pairs.

Bowls Australia even had the bright idea of laying a 
grass green at a discreet loca�on which was specially 
fed and watered so that it would run at between 10 
and 12 seconds - the speed that the Kelvingrove 
greens were expected to (and did) reach. Sadly, 
despite all the intensive prepara�on, the Jackaroos 
not only failed to strike gold, but managed to medal 
in only four out of ten events, taking silver in the 
women's triples (Lynsey Clarke, Karen Murphy and 
Kelsey Co�rell), and bronze medals in the men's 
singles (Aron Sherriff) and fours (Wayne Ruediger, 
Bre� Wilkie, Nathan Rice and Ma� Flapper), and the 
visually impaired event (Joy Forster and Tony Sco�). 
That put the Aussies in sixth place in the final medals 

Australia hadn't fared too well in the previous Games 
in New Delhi, but, a�er li�ing five gold medals in 
eight events in the 2012 World championships in 
Adelaide, they were confident of bouncing back, and, 
under Steve Glasson's expert guidance, they did their 
homework diligently, sending a team to the UK play 
in the Eight Na�ons warm-up earlier in the year.

England's bowlers were well pleased with their 
performance. They medaled in six events, claiming 
one gold, three silvers and two bronze, and, with a 
bit of luck could have done even be�er. It was Sophie 
Tolchard, Ellen Falkner and Sian Gordon (now 
Honnor) who struck gold in the women's triples. 
Losing to Papua New Guineaa in their group, the 
England trio came into their own at the knockout 
stage, bea�ng Malaysia 24-6 and Wales 18-13.

As it turned out, 2014 was merely a temporary 
setback for the Jackaroos, who returned to top form 
two years later at World Bowls in Christchurch, 
where, across eight events, they won four golds and 
two silvers, and con�nued in the same vein at the 
2018 Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast, 
winning five golds and two silvers in ten events.

All five of the English women thus went home with 
at least one medal. The solid English men's quartet 

In the final, they turned on the style to beat 
Australia's Lynsey Clarke, Karen Murphy and Kelsey 
Co�rell 22-4. As an aside, I believe the talented 
England skip was Miss Gordon when she was 
selected. And, although she had married Ian Honnor 
by the �me the Games started, official records s�ll 
show her as Gordon. Elsewhere, Natalie Melmore 
(now Chestney) had to se�le for two silvers - one in 
the singles, in which she was the holder of the �tle, 
and the other in the pairs with Jamie-Lea Winch.

They are currently riding high, on top of the world, 
and are hotly �pped to do well when they return to 
the same Gold Coast venue for World Bowls in 
September. Let's hope the sport's flagship event is 
allowed to take place. What a shame that Steve 
Glasson has re�red from his role as inspirer-in-chief, 
and that Karen Murphy has hung up her bowls, too.

table, behind South Africa, Scotland, England, New 
Zealand and Malaysia.

The New Zealanders, who finished fourth in the 
medals table, had a fairly quiet �me, though they 
were thrilled to celebrate the gold medal Jo 
Edwards picked up in the women's singles. The 
athle�c Kiwi swept through her sec�on, defea�ng 
Malaysia's Si� Zalina Ahmad, who won the �tle in 
2002 and 2006, and Norfolk Islander Carmen 
Anderson, the 1996 women's world champion in 
her last two matches, then, curiously, had to face 
Anderson again in the quarter finals.

Winning 21-17, she saw off Northern Ireland's 
Catherine McMillen 21-8 in the semi finals, then 
accounted for defending champion Natalie 
Melmore from England 21-15 in the final. As we 
know, Edwards went on to retain her �tle in 2018, 
but has recently re�red from interna�onal bowls, 
so, sadly, will not be on the Gold Coast aiming to li� 
the women's world outdoor singles �tle for the first 
�me in September.

of Andy Knapper, John McGuinness, Stuart Airey 
and Jamie Chestney were runners up to Scotland in 
the fours. And, as described before, Knapper and 
Sam Tolchard (brother of Sophie) were pipped 
agonisingly by Foster and Marshall in the semi final 
of the pairs, before ge�ng the be�er of Namibia's 
Douw Calitz and Willem Esterhuizen in the bronze 
medal play-off.

Lynda Benne�, Barry Wynks and Mark Noble won a 
silver medal for New Zealand in the para triples, 
and Mandy Boyd skipped Selina Goddard, Amy 
McIlroy and Val Smith to a bronze medal in the 
women's fours.

So, in the end, only four countries - South Africa, 
Scotland, England and New Zealand went home 
with gold medals. We have already looked at 
Australia's disappoin�ng showing, which le� them 
in sixth place. Like the Aussies, the Malaysians must 
have been disappointed at their performance - 
though they did manage two silver medals, in the 
men's pairs, where Hizlee Rais and Fairul Muin 
were runners up, and the women's fours, in which 
Emma Firyana Saroji, Nur Fidrah Noh, Hashimah 
Ismail and Azlina Arshad had to give best to Susan 
Nel's Proteas.

England's other bronze medal was bagged by Bob 
Love, Dave Fisher and Paul Brown in the para 
triples. Love, who has no arms, bowls with his feet, 
and it is interes�ng to note that although amputee 
Brown bowled from an upright stance, he was 
wheeled up and down the rink between ends in a 
Bradshaw Bowls Buggy. Curiously, Brown, who 
normally bowls from a Buggy, discovered that, as 
far as the rules were concerned, he was 'not 
sufficiently disabled' to be eligible to compete in 
the event if he was si�ng in a wheelchair, but he 
qualified for the compe��on if he stood up to bowl.



COUNTRY GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL
South Africa 5 0 2 7

England 1 3 2 6
Scotland 3 1 0 4

MEDAL TABLE - LAWN BOWLS

Wales 0 0 1 1

Malaysia 0 2 0 2

N Ireland 0 1 1 2
Canada 0 1 0 1

New Zealand 1 1 1 3

Australia 0 1 3 4

BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Sherriff bt McIlroy 21-8.

GOLD MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Foster & Marshall bt Rais & 
Muin 20-3.

QUARTER FINALS - Paul Taylor, Jon Tomlinson, Marc 
Wya� (Wales) bt John McGuinness, Stuart Airey, Jamie 
Chestney (England) 16-15; Paul Daly, Neil Mulholland, 
Neil Booth (Northern Ireland) bt David Peacock, Neil 
Speirs, Darren Burne� (Scotland) 19-12; Wayne 
Ruediger, Nathan Rice, Ma� Flapper (Australia) bt Greg 
Davis, Jamie MacDonald, John Lowery (Jersey) 19-12; 
Prince Neluonde, Pierre Breitenbach, Bobby Donnelly 
(South Africa) bt Tony Grantham, Shannon McIlroy, Ali 
Forsyth (New Zealand) 19-17.

QUARTER FINALS - Ryan Bester (Canada) bt Harry 
Musonda (Zambia) 21-5; Shannon McIlroy (New 
Zealand) bt Sam Tolchard (England) 21-12; Aron Sherriff 
(Australia) bt Hizlee Rais (Malaysia) 21-19; Darren 
Burne� (Scotland) bt Marty McHugh (Northern Ireland) 
21-20.

GOLD MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Scotland bt England 16-8;
BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Australia bt India 15-14.

SINGLES 

PAIRS

TRIPLES

SEMI FINALS - Bester bt McIlroy 21-10; Burne� bt 
Sherriff 21-15.

RESULTS - MEN

GOLD MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Burne� bt Bester 21-9.

QUARTER FINALS - Paul Foster & Alex Marshall 
(Scotland) bt Blake Signal & Richard Girvan (New 
Zealand) 25-9; Andy Knapper & Sam Tolchard (England) 
bt Marty McHugh & Ian McClure (Northern Ireland) 15-
14; Douw Calitz & Willem Esterhuizen (Namibia) bt Bre� 
Wilkie & Aron Sherriff (Australia) 19-12; Hizlee Rais & 
Fairul Izwan Muin (Malaysia) bt Mark Harding & Robert 
Weale (Wales) 17-9.
SEMI FINALS - Foster & Marshall bt Knapper & Tolchard 
16-15; Rais & Muin bt Calitz & Esterhuizen 23-15.

BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Knapper & Tolchard bt Calitz 
& Esterhuizen 19-12.

SEMI FINALS - Northern Ireland bt Wales 20-12; South 
Africa bt Australia 18-14.
GOLD MEDAL PLAY-OFF - South Africa bt Northern 
Ireland 19-10.
BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Wales bt Australia 16-12.

FOURS
QUARTER FINALS - Wayne Ruediger, Bre� Wilkie, Nathan 
Rice, Ma� Flapper (Australia) bt Paul Taylor, Mark 
Harding, Jon Tomlinson, Marc Wya� (Wales) 19-14; 
Kamal Kumar Sharma, Chandan Kumar Singh, Samit 
Malhotra, Dinesh Kumar (India) bt Phil Jones, Pete 
Walkinshaw, Baz Wilson, Tim Sheridan (Norfolk Island) 
26-4; Andy Knapper, John McGuinness, Stuart Airey, 
Jamie Chestney (England) bt Paul Daly, Neil Mulholland, 
Ian McClure (Northern Ireland) 18-11;
David Peacock, Neil Speirs, Paul Foster, Alex Marshall 
(Scotland) bt Prince Neluonde, Pierre Breitenbach, Jason 
Evans, Gerry Baker (South Africa) 15-7.
SEMI FINALS - Scotland bt Australia 15-10; England bt 
India 14-12.

BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Australia bt New Zealand 
14-11.

GOLD MEDAL PLAY-OFF - South Africa bt Scotland 14-
10;

SEMI FINALS - Gwen Nel (d Geoff Newcombe) & 
Herman Scholtz (d Annatjie van Rooyen) (South Africa) 
bt David Stallard (d Peter Blick) & Sue Curran (d 
Chris�ne Foster) (New Zealand) 23-5; Irene Edgar (d 
David Thomas) & Robert Conway (d Ron McArthur) 
(Scotland) bt Joy Forster (d Bruce Jones) & Tony Sco� (d 
Peter Sco�) (Australia) 18-14.

RESULTS - PARA PAIRS

Our picture of Andy Thomson, giving advice to 
Jersey's Lindsey Greechan, indicates that the man 
who played for Scotland before embarking on a 
record interna�onal career with England, had been 
recruited to be coaching adviser to Bowls Jersey. We 
now know that he will be part of the Bowls Australia 
coaching team for the next Commonwealth Games, 
which is scheduled for Royal Leamington Spa in 2022. 
And, when he recently announced his re�rement 
from the WBT professional circuit, he hinted that part 
of the reason for qui�ng was so that he could 
concentrate on that role.

All things considered, I look back at the 20th 
Commonwealth Games with a warm feeling - though 
I have to confess that covering the Games is very 
different from any other bowls event on the calendar. 
As a bowls journalist, I am used to rolling up at a 
venue, and mixing freely with players and spectators, 
and that's how, tradi�onally, I have obtained my 
stories.

RESULTS - WOMEN

QUARTER FINALS - Natalie Melmore (England) bt 
Caroline Brown (Scotland) 21-20; Colleen Piketh 
(South Africa) bt Teokotai Jim (Cook Islands) 21-20; Jo 
Edwards (New Zealand) bt Carmen Anderson (Norfolk 
Island) 21-17; Catherine McMillen (N Ireland) bt 
Caroline Taylor (Wales) 21-13.
SEMI FINALS - Melmore bt Piketh 21-18; Edwards bt 
McMillen 21-8.

SINGLES 

QUARTER FINALS - Claire Johnston, Lorraine Malloy, 
Lauren Baillie, Margaret Letham (Scot) bt Chrissie 
Grimes, Ka�e Nixon, Sue Noel, Alison Camacho 
(Jersey) 16-14; Esme Steyn, Santje Steyn, Tracy-Lee 
Botha, Susan Nel (South Africa) bt Sophie Tolchard, 
Jamie-Lea Winch, Ellen Falkner, Sian Gordon (Eng) 12-
10; Emma Firyana Saroji, Nur Fidrah Noh, Nor 
Hashimah Ismail, Azlina Arshad (Malaysia) bt Radhika 
Prasad, Doreen O'Connor, Salanieta Gukivuli (Fiji) 23-
8; Selina Goddard, Amy McIlroy, Val Smith, Mandy 
Boyd (N Zealand) bt Evelyn Namutowe, Sophia 
Ma�pa, Eddah Mpezeni, Foster Banda (Zambia) 16-5.

QUARTER FINALS - Lisa Forey, Kelly Packwood, Kathy 
Pearce (Wales) bt Selina Goddard, Amy McIlroy, 
Mandy Boyd (New Zealand) 14-13 (a�er extra end);

GOLD MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Edwards bt Melmore 21-15;

SEMI FINALS - Australia bt South Africa 17-8; England 
bt Wales 18-13.

FOURS

SEMI FINALS - South Africa bt Jersey 20-9; England bt 
Northern Ireland 19-14.

TRIPLES

SEMI FINALS - South Africa bt Scotland 15-12; 
Malaysia bt New Zealand 13-11.

BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Piketh bt McMillen 21-10.

PAIRS

Esmé & Santje Steyn, Susan Nel (South Africa) bt

GOLD MEDAL PLAY-OFF - S Africa bt Malaysia 14-9.

Claire Johnston, Lauren Baillie, Margaret Letham 
(Scotland) 21-12; Lynsey Clarke, Karen Murphy, Kelsey 
Co�rell (Australia) bt Radhika Prasad, Doreen 
O'Connor, Li�a Tikoisuva (Fiji) 25-8; Sophie Tolchard, 
Ellen Falkner, Sian Honnor (England) bt Emma Firyani 
Saroji, Nur Fidrah Noh, Azlina Arshad (Malaysia) 24-6.

GOLD MEDAL PLAYOFF - England bt Australia 22-4.

QUARTER FINALS - Jamie-Lea Winch & Natalie 
Melmore (England) bt Carmen Anderson & Essie 
Sanchez (Norfolk Island) 17-12; Ka�e Nixon & Lindsey 
Greechan (Jersey) bt Carla Odgers & Tash Sco� (Aus) 
16-11; Mandy Cunningham & Barbara Cameron 
(Northern Ireland) bt Val Smith & Jo Edwards (NZ) 14-
10; Tracy-Lee Botha & Colleen Piketh (South Africa) bt 
Caroline Taylor & Anwen Bu�en (Wales) 20-15.

BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - Northern Ireland bt Jersey 
15-14.

BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - South Africa bt Wales 23-
14.

GOLD MEDAL PLAYOFF - South Africa bt England 20-17 
(a�er extra end);

BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - N Zealand bt Scot 21-15.

SEMI FINALS - Lynda Benne�, Barry Wynks, Mark Noble 
(New Zealand) bt Billy Allan, Michael Simpson, Kevin 
Wallace (Scotland) 13-9; Deon van der Vyver, Roger 
Hagerty, Derrick Lobban (South Africa) bt Bob Love, 
Dave Fisher, Paul Brown (England) 15-9.
GOLD MEDAL PLAY-OFF - South Africa bt New Zealand 
13-11.

RESULTS - PARA TRIPPLES

BRONZE MEDAL PLAY-OFF - England bt Scotland 16-12.

Thanks to DAVID RHYS JONES and INSIDE BOWLS; edited by Alan Simmonds Media Officer, Bowls SA

  Sam Tolchard Jon Tomlinson Bre� Wilkie

MEDAL SINGLES PAIRS TRIPLES FOURS

   Bobby Donnelly Paul Foster
  Alex Marshall Pierre Breitenbach Neil Spiers

BRONZE AUSTRALIA ENGLAND WALES AUSTRALIA

   Neil Booth Stuart Airey
    Jamie Chestney

  Fairul Izwan Muin Neil Mulholland John McGuinness

 Aron Sherriff Andy Knapper Paul Taylor Wayne Ruediger

   Marc Wya� Nathan Rice
    Ma� Flapper 

 Darren Burne� Paul Foster Prince Neluonde David Peacock

MEDALISTS - MEN

GOLD SCOTLAND SCOTLAND SOUTH AFRICA SCOTLAND

SILVER CANADA MALAYSIA N IRELAND ENGLAND
 Ryan Bester Hislee Abdul Rais Paul Daly Andy Knapper

    Alex Marshall

 Natalie Melmore Jamie-Lea Winch Lynsey Clarke Emma F Saroji
  Natalie Melmore Karen Murphy Nur F Noh
   Kelsey Co�rell Nor H Ismail
    Azlina Arshad

 Colleen Piketh Many Cunningham Esmé Steyn Selina Goddard

MEDALISTS - WOMEN
MEDAL SINGLES PAIRS TRIPLES FOURS

   Susan Nel Val Smith
    Mandy Boyd 

  Barbara Cameron Santjie Steyn Amy McIlroy

GOLD NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AFRICA ENGLAND SOUTH AFRICA
 Jo Edwards Tracy-Lee Botha Sophie Tolchard Esmé Steyn

   Sian Gordon Tracy-Lee Botha
    Susan Nel
SILVER ENGLAND ENGLAND AUSTRALIA MALAYSIA

  Colleen Piketh Ellen Falkner Santjie Steyn

BRONZE SOUTH AFRICA N IRELAND SOUTH AFRICA NEW ZEALAND
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S

D E S K ROB FORBES

I am aware of a few members who, sadly, have 
succumbed to the virus, but I have had no 
reports of this being linked to exposure at clubs 
and I would like to congratulate each and every 
club execu�ve for steps put in place to minimise 
the impact of COVID-19. 

It is encouraging to note the na�onal decline in 
the number of new infec�ons and ac�ve COVID-
19 cases, which can be a�ributed to the 

The real threat COVID-19 brings to our 
membership has resulted in many and quite 
rightly so, preferring to err on the side of cau�on 
before poten�ally placing themselves at risk. 

The impact of the Coronavirus pandemic has had 
a profound impact on all and our bowling clubs 
and membership numbers have not escaped 
adverse consequences. 

Classic examples of this are what recently 
happened in the Australian ci�es of Melbourne 
and Sydney where a minor outbreak of the virus 
resulted in both those ci�es going into lockdown 
for a period. Un�l such �me as we have 
eradicated the virus and its ability to mutate to 
new forms we are likely to be subject to some 
form of governmental control.  

But just like we thought we had it under control at 
the end of December we soon learnt that we 
could not let our guard down.

discipl ine people have shown in taking 
appropriate measures to minimise spread of the 
virus. 

I'm sure each and every one of us has a tale to tell 
about loved ones or close friends faced with the 
effects of COVID-19.

LIFE VALUES VITAL 
DURING THIS TRYING 
TIME

The regula�ons need to be viewed from a 
na�onal and not a bowls perspec�ve. So when 
the government regulates no spectators are 
allowed it does so from a worse-case scenario, 
not from each sport in isola�on.

The office is con�nually inundated with 
ques�ons the answers to which have already 
been shared and seemingly there is a feeling 
that we have ins�tuted regula�ons that are 
illogical and imprac�cal. 

Bowls SA is governed by its cons�tu�on and 
one of the cornerstones of this is our obliga�on 
to abide by the rule of law.  Thus, through this 
whole period of the Na�onal State of Disaster, 
which on the 15th March will have been in 
effect for one year, all of our direc�ves to 
membership have solely been based on 
legislated regula�ons. 

It is there to prevent 100 000 a�ending a 
spor�ng event. Can you imagine what they 
would need to legislate if they were to look at 
each sport in isola�on? 

So Fernandez pushed Mutai to victory. 

Rob Forbes 
President, Bowls South Africa

Values are passed down from genera�on to 
genera�on. What value do we teach our 
children and how much do we inspire others 
through daily ac�ons? Alas, many take 
advantage of others' weaknesses, instead of 
strengthening them." 

When we look back in �me a few years from 
now and reflect on a �me in our lives when the 
outcome of our behaviour contributed to the 
successful eradica�on of this dreadful virus 
known as COVID-19 we should remember it 
was our adherence to 'silly' regula�ons that 
helped minimise the spread so that tragic loss 
of human life was kept at a level otherwise not 
achieved.

Keep safe and good bowling again to all.

I would like to share the following story with 
you. It goes around a story about a Kenyan 
runner "Abel Mtuai who was only a few metres 
from the finish line, but became confused with 
the signs, stopped, thinking he had finished the 
race. A Spaniard, Ivan Fernandez, was right 
behind him and, realising what was going on, 
shouted to the Kenyan to keep running. Mutai 
did not speak Spanish, he did not understand. 

A reporter asked Ivan 'Why did you do this?' He 
replied: “My dream is that one day we can have 
some sort of community life where we push 
ourselves and others to win.”. The reporter 
insisted 'But why did you let the Kenyan win?' 
Ivan replied 'I didn't let him win, he was going 
to win the race was his.' 

The reporter insisted and asked again, 'But you 
might have won! Ivan looked at him and 
replied: “But what would be the merit of my 
victory? What would be the honour of that 
medal? What would my mother think?”
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083 659 0336
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Alan Simmonds - Media Officer

Because of rich deposits (one of the world's largest) 
of pla�num, Rustenburg boasted as being the fastest 
growing municipality in South Africa, its popula�on 
rising from 387 000 in 2001 to 450 000 by 2007. 

No frankincense, but bearing gold, silver and bronze 
medals a 'plenty, South African bowls Protea Susan 
Nel is leaving her Rustenburg bowls club in the 
Sables district and heading back to early roots in 
KwaZulu Natal, 700km away in South Africa’s south-
east.

Rustenburg City lies at the foot of the Magalies 
mountain range in the North West province of South 
Africa.  Rustenburg (meaning “town of rest” or 
“res�ng place”) dates to 1851 and is about 112km 
north-west,  a 90-minute drive, from both 
Johannesburg and Pretoria in today a malaria-free 
area.

But the valuable mining area is losing more than a 
bowling diamond in their midst, for she serves South 
Africa – alongside legend Neil Burke� – as an elite 
coach, under head coach and convenor of selectors 
Jessica Henderson. There's many a youngster now 

playing in Sables to have benefited from her 
wonderful input and unswerving pa�ence.

I've had the pleasure of knowing Susan for more than 
20 years. A warm, highly-skilled para-legal, she 
remains approachable and willing to assist on any 
subject.

A�er 23 years she and husband Alec a legal cost 
consultant (they worked for the same firm of 
lawyers) have re�red to se�le in Doonside, about 
30km from Durban on the sun-swept Natal South 
Coast.

“We have applied for membership at nearby 
Amanzimto� BC and look forward to catching up 
with friends in Port Natal and KwaZulu-Natal,” she 
says.

Susan is  recognised an apprec iated both 
interna�onally and at, club, district and na�onal 
levels at home. Her playing record speaks for itself.

T h e  g l o r y  i n c l u d e s  a  g o l d  m e d a l  i n  t h e 
Commonwealth Games Triples in India in 2010 and 
at the 2014 Glasgow Commonwealth Games, where 

Sue skipped the fours to gold, and the triples to 
bronze in an awesome display.

But during 2005 (when awarded na�onal colours) 
and 2006 Susan enjoyed 24 months of non-stop 
triumph, twice winning gold in the South African 
Inter Districts Championship, twice sweeping the 
board in the African States Tournament and 
winning the Blue Riband SA Masters Invita�on 
Singles (repeated in 2009).

Un�l qui�ng the interna�onal scene in 2013, 
Susan has acquired an Aladdin's Cave of medals 
and trophies. She represents the acme of South 
African woman's bowls and is a role medal to all 
aspirants.

Looking ahead, she has a clear view of bowls' 
needs:
“I believe the future of bowls is with youth and 
transforma�on. 

“We need to relax a few rules and sensi�ve (sic) 
older bowlers to encourage youth by, for example, 
keeping, where possible a green at a club open 
whenever possible for barefoot bowls and 
regularly encouraging public a�endance and 

COMMONWEALTH STAR HEADS COMMONWEALTH STAR HEADS 
BACK TO HER ROOTSBACK TO HER ROOTS
COMMONWEALTH STAR HEADS 
BACK TO HER ROOTS

NO MASK - 
NO PLAY!

COVID-19 HOTLINE

0800 029 999
www.sacoronavirus.co.za

DO NOT PLAY IF
SELF ISOLATING OR
SHOW SYMPTOMS!

ON THE PODIUM: from le�, Esme Steyn, Susan Nel, Santjie Steyn, Colleen Piketh, exult in their 
happiness on winning a medal for South Africa

HAPPINESS IS: Alec and Susan Nel

“There is li�le doubt Susan Nel sets the highest 
standards both on and off the green. Her 

par�cipa�on.

“I also think that there should be more tournaments 
for the young - encouraging selected players with 
compe��on against neighbours Botswana, 
Namibia, Eswa�ni and Zimbabwe – crea�ng goals 
for aspiring players to work towards.”

The president of Bowls South Africa, Rob Forbes, 
was full of praise.”

impeccable play and deportment, plus her 
coaching exploits, are to be lauded. I and my 
execu�ve thank her for her major contribu�on, 
thankfully ongoing, to our sport and wish she and 
Alec a wonderful re�rement in Natal.”

“In December 1996, Alec, myself and our three 
children Dunstan, Nicholas and Angela moved 
from Westville (about 10km north-west of Durban) 
to Rustenburg. 

“I served on the commi�ee in various different 
posi�ons up to club president, including 
compe��on secretary, secretary, development 
officer and coach.”

Susan traced her progression.

“We joined Ananda BC (situated on Ananda Hotel 
and caravan park grounds). The hotel was 
eventually sold and our club could not meet the 
financial challenge and was forced to close and 
amalgamate with Rustenburg BC. 

“This club became extremely strong and a force to 
be reckoned with in Sables District. This is also 
where I had the opportunity to spend much more 
�me on the green prac�sing against stronger 
players. 

Their return to Natal offers new challenges and 
horizons.

The couple enjoy several grandchildren - Dunstan 
married to Sharolene have two boys in Ayden and 
Blayne; Nicholas is married to Monica, their 
offspring are Abi and Ma�hew; Angela lives with 
her partner Alana.

Susan sum med up:
“It's full circle. But I have had a wonderful �me and 
been given umpteen interna�onal thrills at World 
Bowls, Commonwealth Games, the Atlan�c Rim 
Tournament and throughout Southern Africa.

“What a journey; I am so grateful for my wonderful 
husband Alec; encouragement and support all the 
�me. 

“I have met, played with and played against so 
many fantas�c sportswomen – thank you all”

What a player; what a lady.



Irish interna�onal Barbara Cameron won't 
forget the pandemic in a hurry.

The staff nurse at Belfast City Hospital found 
herself at the frontline when the Coronavirus 
pandemic hit enduring one of the most tes�ng 
�mes of her nursing career so far. 

In fact, as we go to press, the NHS heroes were 
s�ll at full stretch trea�ng an increasing number 
of pa�ents.

But enjoying a rare a�ernoon in her garden 
during the summer, she received a 'phone call 
out of the blue which totally surprised her and 
was a welcome distrac�on to her busy work life.

Although she had not put a bowl down on her 
beloved Ballymena bowls green, the call was to 
inform her she was to be awarded one of her 
greatest bowling accolades.

F o r  t h e  fi v e  � m e s  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d 
Commonwealth Games representa�ve was in 
her words 'bowled over' at being honoured with 
a BEM in the Queen's Birthday Honours List.

The 58-year-old long-standing member of 
Ballymena Bowls Club has represented her 
c o u n t r y  a t  i n t e r n a � o n a l ,  w o r l d  a n d 

Following strong form in the 1999 Mul�-
Na�ons Championships in Zimbabwe, where 
he won gold in the men's pairs and a silver in 
fours, he was rewarded with na�onal men's cap 
113.

Willis brings a wealth of coaching experience to 
the role, which oversees the sport's na�onal 
high performance programme and all squads, 
having been recognised as na�onal Coach of 
the Year in 2018 and 2020.

Highlight came in 2002, when he was selected 
for the fours at the Games in Manchester.

Bowls Australia's na�onal assistant coach Gary 
Willis has been named successor to Steve 
Glasson OAM as na�onal coach.

T h e  p o s i � o n  c o m e s  a � e r  d e c a d e s  o f 
dedica�on, having himself been a member of 
the Jackaroos from 2000 to 2002, making his 
debut in 2001.

BARBARA CAMERON 
AT THE FRONT Commonwealth level for almost three decades.

The award - Medallist of the Order of the Bri�sh 
Empire - has been made in recogni�on of her 
role as manager of the Ireland Interna�onal 
women's outdoor team for services to lawn 
bowls in Northern Ireland.

'I was about 11 or 12 and soon became hooked,' 
she explained.

'As manager, I am fair and honest with the 
players and have mutual trust and respect with 
them.'

Barbara's name is a familiar one on Irish 
trophies, honours boards and selec�on sheets.

From short mat, Barbara moved to play lawn 
bowls, joining Ballymena BC.

She received her Irish call up in 1992 and went 
on to play for her country in 75 interna�onal 
matches before deciding to re�re a�er 
medalling at the 2014 Commonwealth Games.

A former Irish singles winner, she has played in 
two World Bowls Championships and four 
Atlan�c Rim Championships winning a gold 

An umpire and senior coach, she is also involved 
in coaching the IWBA high performance squad.

Soon a�er announcing her re�rement, Barbara 
was asked to manage the Irish women's 
interna�onal team.

Barbara is one of Ireland's heroes and has been 
bowling since she was a teenager a�er first 
going to play the short mat version of the sport 
in her local church hall with her mum and dad.

A pairs bronze medal winner with Mandy 
Cunningham in the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games in Glasgow, Barbara said: 'To be awarded 
the BEM really is unbelievable. It is a real 
honour and I feel very humbled. What else can I 
say apart from I am bowled over.'

GLASSON'S SUCCESSOR 
NAMED

Barbara has also been capped indoors for 
Ireland (1988-89, 1992-96), and whilst she 
prefers the outdoor game, she has actually 
won more na�onal �tles on carpet than on 
grass!

Her name appears on all four main Irish 
compe��on trophies - singles, pairs, triples 
and fours, the la�er she says 10 �mes, with 
three Bri�sh Isles rinks honours to add to the 
haul as well.

medal with Phillis Nolan in the pairs in America 
in 1993 and a bronze in South Africa with Phillis 
two years later.

Despite how busy she was in the hospital 
during the summer, Barbara found �me to 
organise a social pairs league at her club.

'It was something to keep the ladies in touch 
with one another. We had a wee girl who is just 
eight playing, as well as two of our ladies who 
are 87 which was amazing.

'Bowls is a lovely game and you can't give up 
your dreams, you've got to keep at it,' added 
Barbara who has played most sports, including 
interna�onal football for Northern Ireland in 
the early 1990s.

'Bowls has been good to me and I like to give 
back to the game in any way I can. 

'I had full support from my mum and dad 
throughout my career.

'Being awarded the BEM is right up there as 
one of the highlights, along with the bronze 
medal at the 2014 Commonwealth Games, but 
there are lots of special memories too like 
winning the PTWBA triples with my mum, 
herself an indoor and outdoor interna�onal, 
and my sister who at the �me had not long 
started bowls.'

Barbara's accolade was warmly welcomed by 
her club, na�onal associa�on and close 
bowling colleagues.

Laura Green

From h is  p lay ing days he t rans i�oned 
seamlessly into coaching, and quickly gained 
recogni�on as one of the best tac�cians and 
mentors which led to the na�onal assistant 
coach appointment.

He began with the Jackaroos in a minor 
c o a c h i n g  ro l e  d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 1 2 Wo r l d 
Championships in Adelaide and again at the 
2016 event in Chr istchurch. Mi lestone 
successes as a coach include leading the Lions to 
its first BPL �tle in 2014, and taking NSW to 

This led to his first na�onal Coast Coach of the 
Year award in 2018, one which he shared with 
fellow coaches Steve Glasson OAM and Kelvin 
Kerkow OAM.

men's and overall trophy honours at the 2019 
championships.

BA President Bob Boorman said Willis' 
pedigree will hold the Jackaroos in great 
stead. “His excep�onal coaching success at 
state level gives us the greatest of confidence 
Gary is the right man to take us to the 2022 
Commonwealth Games in Birmingham and 
beyond.”

Willis said he was apprecia�ve of the 
appointment -“I look forward to leading the 
squad to the World Championships and the 
2022 Commonwealth Games.”

Story: Val Febbo; edited: Alan Simmonds

Over �me, Willis became an integral part of 
the Jackaroos set up, helping to ins�l the 
team-first ethos and humble culture of the 
na�onal squad that saw gold medals in five 
disciplines, as well as two silvers at the 2018 
Games on the Gold Coast.



DISTRICT SECRETARY TEL CELL EMAIL   

JOHANNESBURG Ann Davies 011 880 8000 071 688 3703 comps@jbabowls.co.za

NATAL INLAND Beryl Gandy  073 262 4709 admin@nibabowling.co.za

GAUTENG NORTH Leanne Staples  082 759 8746 secbgn@gmail.com

SABLES Sandra Viljoen 011 679 1716 083 451 9312 sablesbowls1@gmail.com

EKURHULENI  Petro Gibbons 011 452 0169 083 411 1502  secretary.ekb@gmail.com

KINGFISHER David Nicholas  073 998 9600 secretary@kingfisherba.co.za

EDEN  Ben du Preez 044 279 1018 072 108 7684 secretary@bowlssc.co.za

BOLAND  Pierre Paul  083 453 2389 pierrepaul@sonicmail.co.za 

KWAZULU NATAL Magriet Coetzee  082 829 6287 magrietctz@gmail.com

NORTH WEST Lae��a Wolvaard  083 792 1949 lae��a.wolvaard@icloud.com

EASTERN PROVINCE Desiree Deyzel  084 526 1616 epbowls.secretary@gmail.com

BORDER  Lorna Nel 043 735 2554 082 377 3467 borderbowls@mweb.co.za

LIMPOPO Damien Stefans  076 424 2581 hanlieduncan@gmail.com 

MPUMALANGA Anne�e van Ryneveld 017 638 1048 082 461 8761  anne�e@mul�linkfs.co.za

NORTHERN CAPE Beryl Benn 053 842 0664 083 250 9156 beryl@kimberley.co.za

NORTHERN FREE STATE Nita Wessels  078 524 5318 pos@nita.co.za

PORT NATAL Maureen Florens 031 201 1189 082 462 7837 portnatalbowls@telkomsa.net

SEDIBENG Sha Redfern  082 335 1358 sharedfern53@gmail.com

SOUTHERN FREE STATE Lyne�e Nel  082 655 6318 sfsbowls@gmail.com

WESTERN PROVINCE Lyne�e Botha 021 531 5872 078 214 3916 admin@wpbowls.co.za

DISTRICT SECRETARIES’

C O N TAC T S

MPUMALANGA Jaco van Straaten   083 741 5178  v.straaten@loskop.co.za

KINGFISHER Ron Weddell  083 468 4836 weddellron1@gmail.com

LIMPOPO Christo vd Merwe  082 385 1304 christo@vansgroup.co.za 

NORTH WEST Jan Koekemoer 018 294 5530 082 412 1372 janca@telkomsa.net

SEDIBENG Tommie Louw  082 899 5095 tomie@telkomsa.net

KWAZULU NATAL Gavin Robinson  083 627 5769 gavin@farmsave.co.za

NORTHERN FREE STATE Jan Coetzee  082 555 3885 Jan.Coetzee@Harmony.co.za

SABLES Mark Petzer  071 750 1132 markpetzer01@gmail.com

PORT NATAL Donald Po�s 031 572 7406 083 627 9708 jean.don@telkomsa.net

SOUTHERN FREE STATE Roger Griffin  083 306 4877 rogericecoolz@gmail.com

NORTHERN CAPE Ivan Botha  072 242 8900 ivanbotha@gmail.com

WESTERN PROVINCE Gerrit van Milligen  071 374 9285 milligen@hotmail.com

NATAL INLAND Lester Coleman 033 394 9640 083 460 0548 lestercoleman18@gmail.com

JOHANNESBURG Rob Zimmerman  083 629 4760 robzim@mweb.co.za

BORDER  Heinli Phayre  083 651 6879 heinliphayre@absamail.co.za

DISTRICT PRESIDENT TEL CELL EMAIL   

BOLAND  Stoffel Lambrechts  023 312 1377 072 347 2050 stoffel@lando.co.za   

EDEN  Tom Strydom 044 696 6080 083 280 0442 tomstryd@absamail.co.za

GAUTENG NORTH Nico Boezaart  082 447 6142 pres.bgn@gmail.com

EKURHULENI  Craig Hall 011 893 3253 084 688 6705  craigh@lasher.co.za

EASTERN PROVINCE Desire Edwards  079 640 6657  dlangley0@gmail.com

DISTRICT PRESIDENT’S

C O N TAC T S

MIXED PAIRS 2021 – THE DETAILS
The South African Mixed Pairs Championship takes 
places at Stella Park Bowls Club (Port Natal) from 
17-20 June and districts are invited to enter a 
qualifying team – the winners of each district 
mixed pairs championships. Entries to the events 
commi�ee on or before 30 April (Maureen 
Florens) at portnatalbowls@telkomsa.net 
Ÿ  Suitable accommoda�on close to the venue 

will be announced shortly; cost is for the 
district.

Ÿ  Those teams flying to Durban should arrange 
their arrival at around late morning to midday 

on Wed June 16; departure arranged for late 
a�ernoon on Sunday, June 20. Transport to 
and from the airport will be met by Bowls SA if 
teams use designated Bowls SA transport. 
Inform arrival �me to enable transport to be 
arranged.

Ÿ  Teams may prac�ce at the venue on Wed, 
June 16 and they must a�end opening 
cocktail party at Stella Park in evening at 6pm.

Ÿ  The laws of the sport of Bowls Crystal Mark 
3rd Edi�on, domes�c regula�ons of BSA 
apply; CoP may be obtained from your district 
or at www.bowlssa.co.za



BOWLS SOUTH AFRICA

R O U N D U P

Briton Mark Dawes, 37, has been crowned a 
double world indoor bowls champion for a 
second �me. Dawes, who has represented 
Blackpool Newton Hall for 15 years, repeated 
his feat of 2018 by winning the open singles 
�tle at the world championships in Norfolk as 
well as the open pairs trophy with Jamie 
Chestney, defeated Greg Harlow 10-3, 11-5.

Bowls Australia has an exci�ng par�cipa�on 
product Rookie Rollers, aimed at kids. It is 
designed to enable them to par�cipate in a 
format, which is both fun and inclusive.  It can 
be conducted on a range of surfaces including 
greens, carpets, concrete, wooden floors and 
just about anything else that is flat. This 
eliminates the restric�ons of requiring a green 
to introduce new players.  Rookie Rollers kits 
can be purchased by clubs or individuals.  It is 
a l s o  ava i l a b l e  t h ro u g h t h e A u st ra l i a n 
Government's Spor�ng Schools programme, 
which provides funding directly to schools to 
access a range of sports; Schools can then select 
to use the kit to deliver four or more sessions.

Tournament Commi�ees should plan to spread 

the sec�ons among more clubs in order to avoid 

exceeding the gatherings under Level 1 COVID-

19 restric�ons, especially the indoor numbers 

for lunches etc.

Entries to both the Men and Women’s Na�onal 

Championships are regarded as sufficient for 

these two events to take place. 

All training courses scheduled for 2021 have 
been postponed un�l further no�ce. This 
decision shall be reviewed once the state 
president announces a return to COVID-19 
Level 1 restric�ons.

Hennenman Bowls Club in the Goudveld 
District, Northern Free State made history with 
the  youngest team ever to win the NFS 
Playoffs played in Bethlehem. 

Danika (13) and Luane (14) will be going 
forward later this year to par�cipate in the 
Triagular series. 
Picture: Louis Du Plessis - Hennenman BC

Bowls Austra l ia (BA) has adopted the 
Austral ian Na�onal An�-Doping Policy, 
developed by Sport Integrity Australia to 
reflect the changes to the World An�-Doping 
Code and Australian legisla�on.  All bowls 
personnel are bound by the rules.  
Changes include a new an�-doping rule 
viola�on of retalia�on, a category of athletes 
that is lower-level and flexibility related to 
s a n c � o n i n g  f o r  c e r t a i n  l e v e l s  o f 
athletes/par�cipants. 

STAY
ALERT

CONTROL
THE�VIRUS

SAVE
LIVES

!

DAWES’ 
DOUBLE

ROOKIE 
SCHEME

NATIONAL 
BOWLS
CHAMPS

COURSES 
CANCELLED

OZ DOPE 
CHANGE

THOMSON
QUITS

Champion English and Sco�sh bowler and 
Bowls Australia’s part-�me tac�cal coach Andy 
Thomson MBE, 65, has re�red from the World 
Bowls Tour (WBT).  Thomson enjoyed a 
decorated 33-year career da�ng to1988, 
including finishing 2005 as the world No 1 on the 
WBT.

WORLD BOWLS
World Bowls require SA’s commitment to 
par�cipate at the rescheduled event during 
2022.  Discussions centered around �me 
required for our players to par�cipate in 
Commonwealth Games and World Bowls during 
the same year.  Players must commit to three 
months’ annual leave if selected for both.  This 
includes isola�on periods. A decision to 
p a r � c i p ate  w i l l  b e  ta ke n a �e r  f u r t h e r 
discussions.

WAC 
NOMINATION

Eddie van der Heiden has been nominated to the 
IBD World Advisory Commi�ee. 
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