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1. COVID 19 

 
 
1.. The Covid 19 level has been dropped 
to Level 1  which probably means that we 
can now allow some spectators at 
Competitions.    All protocols must still be 
implemented at all levels at all clubs to 
the strictest letter of the Law. Clubs we 
must be very vigilant when it  comes to 
the social distancing and sanitising rules .. 
  
 
 
2.  QUESTION 
A player from Team A, was in the habit of 
leaving their Bowls lifter standing up in the 
ditch. In the process of a drive, a player 
from team B hits the jack which rebounds 
off the lifter and goes out of bounds. The 
umpire is called to sort out the issue. 

Law C23.2 defines what is a neutral 
object. That is, a jack, bowl or other object 
not belonging to any player on the rink of 
play. Clearly, the bowls lifter  belonged to 
a player on the rink and is not a neutral 
object. 
Law 34 states that under no 
circumstances other than those described 
in laws 14,18,41, 49 and 56.5 must any 
object be placed on the bank, the green, 
in the ditch. 

In conclusion as the jack has struck a 
bowls lifter belonging to a member of 
Team A it is considered to have been 
displaced by a player in Team A. When a 
jack in motion is displaced by a player, 
the opposing skip must choose to placing 
the jack where they believe it would have 
come to rest and replace any part of the 
head disturbed by the displaced jack or 
declaring the end dead. Law 38.1.2. 

This scenario is a reminder that players 
should leave nothing on the green or 
especially objects like lifters. If nothing 
else they are safety hazards. 

A bowl falls of its own accord during the 
process of measuring. What should 
happen ?  
One player states: It should be replaced by 
an opponent 
Another player states:  It should be left in 
the new position and restart the measuring 
Skip B states:  It should be declared a 
‘dead’ bowl 
Skip A states: It should be left in it’s new 
position and all shots agreed before it fell 
will stand and we continue with the 
measuring 
Who is right? 
 
Answer: Skip A. 
 
3 .ZOOM COURSES 
 
The writer presented the first ever 
Markers Course on the Zoom Platform for 
3 Candidates as a Trial run.   The three 
Candidates who were the first  to 
complete the Theory part of a Markers 
Course were Duane Nel from Uitenhaige 
and Debbie and Keith Clarkson from 
Westview Bowling Club. This online 
course proved to be a district possibility 
for training Markers specially those who 
would have to travel long distances to 
complete Courses.  Of course Green time 
is necessary for the Measuring but I am 
sure some sort of agreement can 
arranged between the Candidates and the 
Facilitators.  
The course went very well and  
Congratulations to these three who have 
made History!    They still have to 
complete their Measuring Assessment as 
soon as Green Time can be arranged and 
this should happen in the near future. 
 



Hopefully, with the easing of Covid 
Restrictions and the possibility of Zoom 
Markers Courses being a reality, we will 
have a huge increase in Markers and 
Umpires in the very near future. 
 
4.  JEFFREYS BAY BOWLING CLUB 
E P Bowls are really stepping up to the 
plate with the training of Umpires.  
Jeffreys Bay Bowling club now have 5 
new Umpires and St Francis Bay 2, 
thanks to EPBTOSC member Winnnie 
Staas and her Facilitator husband Elles 
who presented a course in August. 
 
5.  KENTON BOWLING CLUB 
A Level One course was presented at the 
Kenton Bowling Club during the past 
week and the Club now has 6 new Level 
One Umpires.   One Lady travelled from 
Grahamstown every day to join the 
Course and another from Port Alfred, who 
now also each have one new Umpire.  
Thus 8 new Level 1 Umpires in that Area. 
 
The  Candidates were all so enthusiastic 
and eager to learn all about the Laws and 
all achieved very well!    
 
All Covid 19 Protocols were strictly 
adhered to during the duration of the 
Course, however for the group photo the 
decision was taken to remove the masks! 
 
Thank you to Grumpy Enslin for assisting 
me with this course as part of his Upgrade 
to Level 2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
6.QUESTION 
Game 1 on day 1: skip person X, and lead 
person Y. They complete the game in this 
order. 

Game 2 on day 1: they then change 
positions from the start of game two, Skip 
now person Y and lead now person X. 
The changes in positional play for the day 
1 games have not been challenged by 
anyone, yet just for clarity purposes on 
complying with the law. 
Game play-off on day 2: What will be 
allowed if the said team of players have 
gone through as section winners on day 
1. 
  
The first question would be is this allowed 
because they are the same team 
changing positions only? 
The second question now is do they need 
to declare the change with the governing 
body in control when doing the change or 
the next day of play etc?  
  
I am of the opinion this could happen in 
any other team play during any 
competition. When I look at the law book 
BSA, I find a bit of a not clear 
understanding of law 11.2.3. and 11.2.4 
meaning as a combined group. Change 
after the first end prohibited, I 
understand.....how does law 11.2.4 now 
fall in place. Not clearly understanding, 
maybe give an example. 
  
NW controlling body does not see a 
problem with the changes as it is the 
same team player's names. No new 
changes were made in terms of players 
not available etc.  
  
ANSWER 
Law 11.2.3 states that one must not 
change positions after the first end is 
completed except when a substitute is 
needed. Because law 33 states that a 
substitute can’t play skip forcing the 
players to change position during the 
game if the skip is unable to continue 
Law 11.2.4 states the penalty if a team 
changes positions for any other reason 
than the exception granted by Law 11.2.3 
(changes due to introduction of a 
substitute) 
  
Players in a team can change positions 
before every game as there is no Law 
prohibiting this, Please note that a 
registered reserve is part of a team, so for 
example we have 4 players and a 



reserve. The team can play with any 4 of 
the 5 members in any position for each 
game. 
  
Declaring the change with the controlling 
body is only necessary if the Conditions 
Of Play require them to declare the team 
composition before each game. As is 
applicable in inter-district tournaments. 
 
4. FOOT FAULTING 

 
The BSA TOSC foot faulted a young 
player for his delivery in the last SA 
Masters played at Wingate Park in 2019. 
The concern was that the player 
commenced his delivery from behind the 
mat and his delivery was one motion from 
the time he stepped on the mat and 
delivered his bowl. This created concern 
among many seasoned bowlers to the 
extent that BSA referred the matter to 
World Bowls who upheld the BSA 
decision that the player was foot faulting. 
A further situation has now arisen with 
similar tendencies and again the BSA 
TOSC ruling is that the delivery is illegal. 
The writer is sure there are other similar 
deliveries out there which need attention 
and correction. 
Law 7.1 states “Before delivery a player 
must be standing(my highlighting) on the 
mat with all or part of at least one foot on 
the mat.” 
It further goes on to say that “At the 
moment they deliver the jack or bowl, the 
player must have all or part of one foot on 
or above the mat.” 
From the above you will see that the Law 
is created in two parts. The first before 
delivery and then the second at the 
moment of delivery.Foot faulting is 
determined from when the player starts 
his delivery action. In the cases in point 
both players started their action from 
behind the mat.The Laws Committee of 
World Bowls were adamant that a player 
who commences their delivery from 
behind the mat with neither foot in contact 
with it, is Foot-faulting! 
The first part of the Law implies that the 
player is standing (static or still) on the 
mat. Previous Laws were not so specific 
and this wording was created to stop 
players running or stepping onto the mat 

at speed in order to generate more speed 
for a drive or heavy type shot. 

The Laws Committee also agreed with 
our interpretation and opinion that the 
current Law is framed to prevent a player 
from running or stepping forward onto the 
mat in a continuous motion in order to 
accelerate their delivery. 

With these aspects in mind players and 
Technical Officials should review their 
delivery actions and ensure that they are 
valid. 

A friend of mine recently pointed out that 
they had no personal axe to grind about a 
player who was breaching a particular 
Law but if we as TOSC members do not 
stick strictly to the letter of the Laws 
themselves it makes a mockery of all the 
Laws and people will start abusing them 
because we are not upholding them. Food 
for thought 

5. STANDING COMMITTEE 
There has been a slight change to our 
Standing Committee.  Bob Radcliffe is 
now the Convener and we wish to luck 
with his new portfolio and we welcome 
Craig Christie and look forward to working 
with him.    
 

Comments may be E-mailed to any of the 
Committee Members. 
 
Bob Radcliffe   
radcliffe@worldonline.co.za 
Jeanette Williams         
brujenw@gmail.com  
Rea Potgieter 
Rea.potgieter@gmail.com>, 
Lynton Harrison  
Lynton.harrison@gmail.com  
Bob Standen bobst1948@gmail.com 
 Dirk Malomgre   
dmalomgre@mweb.co.za 
Craig  Christie 
CChristie1965@gmail.com 
Copies of this newsletter will be circulated 
to all District Secretaries and are available 
on the Bowls SA web site. 


